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Celebrate Florida is Back — And
We Hope You Missed Us

Reasons to
Celebrate

T

he reason we seemed to be missing was that
our publishing schedule changed after our
last issue, (December 2021/January 2022).
Instead of appearing bi-monthly, we’ve gone quarterly, beginning with this April/May/June edition. So
this issue is really jam-packed because it includes
news for more months than usual. While we were
tempted to cut back on the news we’re sharing, there
is just so much terrific information to share that we
resisted the temptation to skimp.
Celebrate Florida — which seeks to nourish our
covenant and offer creative and interesting ideas
for ministry — is also a reflection of the history of
the United Church of Christ in Florida. This means
including much of what is being done in all of our
90+ congregations and ministries. And you folks
certainly have kept really busy despite the restrictions COVID imposed! The pandemic may have
crimped your style in some ways but you surely
didn’t shrink/shirk from “being church.”
We hope you have been keeping up with current
Conference news in its new format. The former
twice-a-month e-Celebrate e-blast has become the
weekly Sunshine Connection. This new vehicle in
the able and creative hands of Neal Watkins, our
Minister for Congregational Life, is e-blasted every
Wednesday morning and shares timely news and
helpful resources. Included is a special Celebrate
Florida segment. To get on
the mailing list
for this communication, click
here.

Rev. John Vertigan
Conference Minister

I

ndian writer Satish Kumar brings us this text, typically attributed
to an ancient Hindu philosophical tradition and meaningful now
as it was then:
Lead me from death to life, from falsehood to truth.
Lead me from despair to hope, from fear to trust.
Lead me from hate to love, from war to peace.
Let peace fill our heart, our world, our universe.

I’m thinking of Ukraine today. I’m also thinking of other wars and
genocides that have gone under-reported and even ignored because of
where those wars were happening or which culture was experiencing
mass atrocities: the Rohingya, the Yezidi, the conflict in Darfur. And
in my own lifetime I can remember Cambodia, Bosnia and Guatemala.
It seems, in my generation, that death and falsehood and despair and
fear and hate and war have become more of a cultural norm worldwide
and less of an isolated instance to be focused upon and prayed over. I
forget that on occasion as I muddle through my day-to-day existence
with its pull on my energies, intentions and meditations.
And while I think globally, I live locally, too. Watching the evening
news could quickly become
reason for despair as each
day’s reporting seems to
begin with another shooting,
another death, another senseless loss of life. Too frequent
reports on the lack of affordable housing and the crises
of our homeless populations
could easily empty our hearts
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from page 1...
as we find ourselves in the grip of compassion fatigue. The
untruths spoken in settings of government and the outright
lies told by elected officials are daily reminders that while
war ravages many places in the world, our own homeland is
not a place of peace and prosperity for all the people of God.
These reflections hardly seem like fodder for a newsletter
titled Celebrate Florida, but the truth is that I do celebrate the
United Church of Christ in Florida.
I see evidence every single day of congregations
and pastors doing the best
they can to transform despair to hope and falsehood
to truth.
I see instances of people
speaking truth to power and
taking action for the lifting
up of those the culture has
a proclivity for leaving behind or keeping under the
thumb of unjust systems.
I celebrate our justice
action network as those
involved work toward the
restoration of voting rights
where political forces have
reshaped and removed the
franchise for the poor and persons of color.

I celebrate our climate action team as they come together for
advocacy in the midst of a world slow cooking under a dome
of human-created crisis.
I celebrate our youth ministry team as they prepare to offer
a pilgrimage to Montgomery, Alabama, and the Equal Justice
Initiative museum and memorial.
I celebrate our anti-racism ministry team as they continue to
discern how best to invite the whole Florida Conference into
deeper conversation about white
supremacy and the
Remember this prayer and
task of undoing
offer it daily:
historic European
Lead me from death to life,
cultural dominance
from falsehood to truth.
in what has become
Lead me from despair to hope,
a globalized Amerfrom fear to trust.
ican society.
Lead me from hate to love,
I promised myfrom war to peace.
self I’d stop at or
Let peace fill our heart, our
around 500 words
world, our universe.
so I invite you to
May it be so, now and forever.
read more in this
Amen.
issue of Celebrate
Florida so expertly
assembled by editor Rick Carson
and team.

Observing the 40 Days
of Lent

W

ith restrictions and precautions on COVID-19 lessened, more of
our congregations are comfortable offering in-person Lenten worship and related activities as we head into April with events leading
up to Holy Week and Easter Sunday on April 17.
Here is what some of our churches are offering during Lent’s 40 days –
much of what is traditional but as we are UCC we can always expect to witness creative and distinctive offerings. Maybe some of these will inspire you
to adapt/adopt for Lent 2023. Look for Holy Week events in the next issue.

Church by the Sea/Bal Harbour

• Wednesday lunchtime virtual
live concerts

Church on the Hill
Congregational UCC/Boca Raton

• Suggested recipient for Lenten
giving: Heifer International
Coral Gables
Congregational UCC

• Annual Mardi Gras celebration
• Trilingual Ash Wednesday worship
in English, German and Spanish
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• Witness at the
Cross study series
• Midday Lenten
devotions (Wendell Berry and the
Poetry of Lent)
on Tuesdays via
Zoom
• L e n t e n Ve s pers and light
soup suppers on
Wednesday evenings

Lent
Faith UCC/Dunedin
• Mardi Gras celebration (right)

• No Ash Wednesday worship but imposition of ashes was offered
UCC/Fort Lauderdale
• Ash Wednesday service with music,
prayer and scripture
Fort Myers Congregational UCC
• Drive-through imposition of ashes on
March 2 between 11am-1pm

• Wednesday Zoom opportunities on
Zoom for prayer, practice and checking in

UCC/New Smyrna Beach
• Ash Wednesday service on Tuesday, March 1, at 6pm in
Sanctuary

• Ash Wednesday Time of Reflection via Zoom at Noon on
March 2
• Lenten theme: Tending One Another with Care
North Port Community UCC
• Ash Wednesday service at 7pm in Sanctuary

• Lenten Bible study on Wednesday evenings: Seven Words:
Listening to Christ from the Cross
First UCC/Orlando
• Ash Wednesday service at 6:30pm

United Church of Gainesville

• Offered Wednesday evening study series, Wind in the
Wilderness: A Lenten Study from the Prophets by DJ Del
Rosario

• Contemplative Taize chant service in Courtyard on Thursday evenings

Beach Church/Pensacola Beach
• Wednesday, March 2, imposition of ashes and time for
personal prayer from 10am-Noon

• Lenten quiet hour contemplative prayer on Wednesday
evenings in Sanctuary

• Compilation of writings and art (personal or favorites) and
reflections contributed by members on theme “Broken
Heroes” for annual Lenten booklet
First Congregational Church/Lake Helen

• Evening Ash Wednesday service with imposition of ashes
or a blessing
United Church of Marco Island
• Ash Wednesday service at 9am in Sanctuary with imposition of ashes
Christ Congregational
Church/Miami

• Ash Wednesday service at
7pm in Sanctuary with imposition of ashes and on Facebook
• Suggested reading of UCC
Lenten Devotional: The Long
Haul
Plymouth Congregational Church/Miami

• Ash Wednesday service at 7:30pm in Sanctuary with imposition of ashes
Naples UCC
• Ash Wednesday service at Noon in Sanctuary with imposition of ashes

• Intergenerational celebration of Lent on March 2 with a
meal and craft activities
• Lenten mid-week meditation on Wednesday at Noon in
Sanctuary
• Suggested reading of UCC Lenten Devotional: The Long
Haul

Good Samaritan Church/Pinellas Park
• Ash Wednesday service at 6pm in Sanctuary and via Zoom

• Lenten packet (containing ashes and a devotional) made
available to members
Pilgrim UCC/Port Charlotte
• Drive-through recognition of ashes on March 2 from
Noon-1:30pm

• Ash Wednesday service at 6:30pm
• Devotional guide The Sanctuary for Lent 2022 of brief
readings (suggested scripture, short devotion and prayer)
provided to church members
• Small group study on Wednesdays, at Noon and 6:30pm,
of Seven Words: Listening to Christ from the Cross
Sanibel Congregational UCC
• Annual Mardi Gras Sunday on February 27

• Ash Wednesday service at 7:30pm with optional imposition of ashes
St. Andrew UCC/Sarasota
• Ash Wednesday service
in Sanctuary beginning
with quiet meditation at
Noon and imposition of
ashes at 1pm

• Suggested reading of
UCC Lenten Devotional:
The Long Haul
Pastor Rev. Dr. Mary Alice
Mulligan and member
Rev. Fred Rhines preparing the ashes for the Ash
Wednesday service
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Lent
First Congregational UCC/Sarasota
• Ash Wednesday service at Noon in the Sanctuary and 7pm
in Sanctuary and online (pancake diner at 6pm)

Spring Hill UCC
• Drive-through imposition of ashes on Ash Wednesday
from 4:30-6:30pm

• F.E.A.S.T. (Friends Eating and Studying Together) Thursday mornings in March with coffee and conversation followed by an offering of various class options

• Ash Wednesday service at 7pm in the Sanctuary

United Church UCC-Doc/St. Augustine
• Suggested reading of UCC Lenten Devotional: The Long
Haul

• Lenten Bible study in-person on Tuesdays at 3 and 6pm

Lakewood UCC/St. Petersburg
• Ash Wednesday service at 7pm at members’ home around
a fire pit

• Lenten study series on Tuesdays on Zoom at 7pm using
Entering the Passion of Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine

• Daily devotions e-blasted on the theme: The Wildness of
Mercy
Pilgrim Congregational UCC/St. Petersburg
• Ash Wednesday service with imposition of ashes followed
by Bible study (Paul’s Letter
to the Galatians)
Pass-a-Grille Beach
Community UCC/
St. Pete Beach

•

Ash Wednesday service,
7pm, with imposition of
ashes

•

Sunday evening Zoom Bible study series, Witness at
the Cross

• Sunday evening Lenten book study via Zoom using A Time
to Grow: Lenten Lessons from the Garden to the Table
First United Church of Tampa
• Ash Wednesday service at 7pm via Zoom

Union Congregational UCC/West
Palm Beach

• All were welcome
to walk the Labyrinth
• Used the Lenten
Devotional, The
Long Haul
First Congregational Church/Winter Park
• Ash Wednesday service at 7pm in the Sanctuary

• Intergenerational Lenten series Download & Uplift on
Sundays after worship

Opportunity
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Thinking About a Capital Campaign?

Y

ou’ve been thinking about new mission priorities,
property improvements, new construction, technology
enhancements, building an endowment or paying off debt.
A capital campaign is a great way to raise funds for these
projects!
Undertaking a capital campaign can be a daunting task, but
a Church Building & Loan Fund Regional Mission Interpreter
(RMI) can guide your church through the campaign process,
providing resources and
support necessary for a successful campaign.
It’s perfect timing to explore funding options for
new and renewed ministry!
Contact Jill White, Lead Regional Mission Interpreter, at
whitej@ucc.org or 216/7363820 to discuss your church’s
needs and learn more about
CB&LF’s services.

Conference
Message from the Conference Moderator
by Sumner Hutcheson III
Church of The Open Door Congregational UCC/Miami

An Inclusive and Diverse Church

B

eing inclusive and diverse gives the Church great
opportunities in helping not only to save souls but
also allows us to understand that as human beings
WE ARE ONE. As a near-professional
genealogist, I can say with some certainty
that we are very much cut from the same
DNA. And I do believe that we were created by God through Adam and Eve, a
single set of humans where all mankind
began.
When I worked at Florida International
University, one of my co-workers told
me about a book he wrote years ago that
he could never get published. The book
talked about how within many cultures and
people here in the United States we have
more similarities than we do differences.
African-Americans always say that when
we gather at a home to socialize and eat
together, many of us end up doing that in
the kitchen. That might sound familiar to you because White
people do the same and so do many other cultures! Well, as
my co-worker shopped his book to several publishers, most

came back with the same comment, “We love your book, it
is well written, but it will never sell because it is not controversial enough.”
I think that what we as humans love are the
differences that create divisions and controversy. But we, as followers of Jesus the Christ
in a very progressive denomination, have
another opportunity. As is stated in our Vision
Statement, “The transformative United Church
of Christ will encourage authentic connection
and compassion between individuals, local
communities, and the world…”
I believe there are many communities in
the Florida United Church of Christ that can
begin to value inclusion and diversity in our
sanctuaries, our ministry and in our outreach
to help us grow our churches and improve opportunities for Christ-driven connections and
God-centered action.
I sincerely believe that WE ARE ONE with their many opportunities to transform the lives of our neighbors, our friends,
and those we have never met before.

Florida Conference Environmental
Justice Team
by Rev. Dr. Bob Shore-Goss, Co-Chair
Member, First Congregational Church/Winter Park

W

e formed in the fall of 2021. We want to share what we are doing,
what we hope to accomplish. We welcome ideas from the churches
of the Conference. We understand that Conference and the Florida
Churches have been dealing with the COVID pandemic and its multiple surges.
Keeping our people safe and healthy and churches continuing have been our
primary focus. We initially had approximately 15 people from several churches
for our initial meeting. And there seems to be both interest as well as several
churches either looking at or in process of becoming UCC Creation Justice
Churches. For those interested in learning more, there will be an ZOOMinar
on April 20 at 7pm at https://us06web.zoom.us/j/3616878295
[To read more, go to https://files.constantcontact.com/c6c60b48701/2a71bf23465c-43ed-8959-c050e5e0dfa7.pdf ]
From the Sunshine Connection, February 2
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Conference Staff Reports
What Exactly is a
“Clergy Check In?”
by Rev. Leslie Etheredge
Associate Conference Minister

Connecting
by Neal Watkins
Minister for Congressional Life

I

was struck this week when Rev. John Vertigan shared
a reflection from his time meeting with the Council of
Conference Ministers. As they considered newsletters,
updates and weekly mailings, they pondered: What is it about
Jesus that compels me to write about THIS, to these people
at this time?
I would like to share that in the course of editing the Sunshine
Connection* (*until a better name is decided) over the past
three months, I have seen the light of Christ several times over.
I have seen Christ’s tender care as we have prayed together for
one another. I have experienced Christ’s commitment to the
good news of God’s love through the ways in which we have
shared ideas and
events throughout
our communities
of faith. And I
have experienced
call to actively
work for “Thy
Kin-dom come”
as is reflected in the work of the ministry teams throughout
the Conference.
All that is missing is you.
It is our hope that you will find in the Sunshine Connection*
a space where you can share ideas, wonderings, events and
reflections. You can do this through two paragraphs, or even
a video message that other folks in the Conference can see/
read/use.
It has been an honor to connect so many great people with
the other great people throughout our Conference, and in the
name of the One who calls us together, I feel blessed to watch
the connections shine!
I hope to “see” you soon!
**To submit a piece for the Sunshine Connection, please
e-mail NWatkins@uccfla.org
***Below are previous editions of the Sunshine Connection*; to subscribe click here
Click to view: December 15; December 22; December 29;
January 5; January 12;
January 19; January 26; February 2; February 9; February
16; February 23; March 2; March 9; March 16
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T

he Manual on Ministry calls it “Periodic Vocational
Support,” and it’s something Committees on Ministry
are tasked with doing to support their clergy. MOM
says this about the process:
“Committees on Ministry designate time every three to
five years to meet in person with those who hold standing
in order to reflect together on their current ministries and
ongoing vocational discernment. Such support is guided by
the Marks of Faithful and Effective Authorized Ministers.”
First of all, we thought that sounded awfully formal so our
regional COMs decided to call this a “Clergy Check In.”
Second of all, we certainly hope to be able to touch base more
than every three to five years!
We’ve come up with a good process where a couple of COM
members (one lay member and one clergy) aim to conduct
two Clergy Check Ins per quarter through a Zoom meeting that will last no longer than an hour. We have designed
some questions/talking points that will give us a chance to
see how each active clergy person is doing as well as give
them a chance to let the COM know how we can offer support for their current ministry. Everyone who’s been a part
of this so far has considered it a very positive experience.
That’s the goal!
Your regional Committees on Ministry are very hard-working volunteers. This is such an important standing committee
of our denomination. You may have heard me say that, in my
opinion, it is THE most important of our committees because
it deals with
our authorized ministers, our
spiritual
leaders and
guides.
So, fellow
clergy people, when a
COM duo contacts you to conduct a “Clergy Check In,” please
be prompt in responding to their request. They’re trying to
fulfill their duties as COM members and, of course, only have
your best interest and welfare in mind. AND I’m betting you
will all enjoy a great time of conversation together. Thank
you to all who courageously and with much dedication serve
the church, the Conference and the UCC.
Blessings one and all.

Conference
People Empowerment Grant Awards

T

he People Empowerment Fund of the Florida Conference was established to fund programs or events that
support justice advocacy for under-represented and
historically marginalized groups.
This year, the Conference offered an up-to-$1,000 grant to
churches in good standing with the Conference that remitted
2021 per capita dues. Thanks to these congregations for their
witness in the cause of justice. Brief descriptions of their
proposals follow and you are encouraged to reach out to them
directly when their project meets your passion.
Congregational UCC/Sarasota

that promotes antiracism. The school
was very receptive
and has provided
a list of books that
they would like to purchase for each classroom. Any books
left over would be placed in the school library. The church
intends to put a book plate in each of the books purchased
noting that the book was a gift from Lakewood United
Church of Christ and other pertinent information” (from
the grant application)
Longwood Hills UCC

The target population for this project is people with disabilities and their families and lower
income children and their families: 1)
to provide online activities and support
resources for people with disabilities
and their families as part of our Messy
Church Ministry. We are a member of
Messy Church (USA). 2) to support creation of printed resources to help support people with disabilities and their
families in partnership with the Ray of
Hope Network (a local parent-created,
faith-based ecumenical organization) 3)
to help fund an in-person Messy Church
outdoor event in partnership with our
Mission Partner, the Kid’s Club Child
Developmental Center of Bradenton.
The Kid’s Club was originally founded
by our congregation and serves lower income children and
their families.

After a COVID-necessary hiatus,
Longwood Hills Congregational
Church is resuming Impact Theater,
a theater camp for grades K-12 in
the greater Longwood community.
Impact Theater provides instruction
in theater and music and the opportunity to perform. Values taught include: teamwork, time management,
mutual respect, self-confidence,
inclusion, and healthy body awareness. We strive to have cast and
crew mirror the community from
which we draw. Approximately
40% of participants are ethnic or
gender minorities. We also make
accommodations for any disability
a participant presents. The goal is for any child who desires
to participate to have a place on the stage.

Lakewood UCC/St. Petersburg

Spring Hill UCC

“In conversations about a project that would require funding, we thought about the local elementary school with
which we have a relationship. This was a failing school and
it came to our attention that there were over 80 children who
are ‘unhoused’ in the student body. We have been working
with the school providing uniforms and other things for the
students for several years. Given that relationship, in terms
of promoting anti-racism, the church approached the school
about providing age-appropriate books for each classroom

SHUCC is partnering with Migrant Farmworker’s Self-Help
and will be providing monthly youth and family programs in
the migrant farmworker community in Dade City. Beginning
in February we will provide family-friendly programming
and support for this community, providing a safe place for
community members to gather. We will be working to repair
some of the broken playground and sports equipment as well.
We will also be providing food for their food pantry on a
monthly basis.

A Richness of Opportunities
Thinking About a Capital Campaign?.................. p4
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Becoming a WISE Congregation........................ p9
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Conference
Transitions
Paul Werner, AP, First United Church of
Tampa, service concluded January 2022
Sherie Lindamood, AP, First Congregational
Church/Winter Park, service concluded
February 10
Chance Martinez, LM, Spring Hill UCC.
INSTALL, January 9
Kathleen Rinear, P, First Congregational
Church/Lake Helen, INSTALL, February 6
Anna Copeland, P, Community Church of
Vero Beach, INSTALL, February 13
LaTrell Harrison, AP, Windermere Union
Church, service concluded March 20
LaTrell Harrison, INT P, Fort Myers
Congregational UCC, service begins April 1
Angela Wells Bean, AM, INSTALL, Naples
UCC, February 6
Rachel Kirk, ORD, United Church of
Gainesville, January 23
Betsy Goehrig, S, United Church in
Tallahassee, service began March 13
Kim Buchanan, P, United Church in
Tallahassee, service begins April 17
Todd Weber, P, Faith UCC/Bradenton,
service began in January
Jamie Hart, P, Altamonte Chapel Community
Church UCC/Altamonte Springs, service
began March 6
Ed Middleton, P, Cocoa Beach Community
Church, service concludes May 15
Glenn Rice, P, Port Orange UCC, service
concludes in May
Stephanie Salinas, P, Longwood Hills
Congregational Church, service began
October 24
Key: P, Pastor; AP, Assistant/Associate Pastor; INSTALL, Installation; INT P, Interim Pastor; LM, Lay Minister; S, Supply; ORD,
Ordination; AM, Associate Minister

Eternal Hope UCC/Fort Walton Beach
began worshipping in space at First
Christian Church (DoC) on January 16.
Chapel on the Hill UCC/Seminole closed
on December 31, 2021; a Service of
Remembrance was held on January 30 at
Church of the Isles/Indian Rocks Beach.
New Hope UCC/DeLand completed its
ministry and closed on February 9.
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At his Service of Release on
February 27, Rev. Dave Bucey
(Fort Myers Congregational
UCC) received a stole based
on Micah 6:8 from his son
and daughter, both clergy

Ordination of Rev. Rachel
Kirk (center) United Church
of Gainesville, January 23

Installation of Rev.
Angela
Wells Bean
at Naples
UCC February 6 with
Associate
Conference
Minister
Rev. Leslie
Etheridge
officiating
Rev. Dr. James
Allen Fishbaugh,
Pastor of First
Congregational
Church/Winter
Park from 19721975, passed away
on January 17, from
Alzheimer’s disease. He
received his DMin. from
Eden Theological Seminary
and served several UCC
parishes in New York (as

well as Associate
Conference Minister
in New York) and
churches in Iowa,
Wisconsin, Michigan
and Pennsylvania
Avril Smith, the mother of
Rev. Megan Smith (Coral
Gables Congregational
UCC) transitioned from her
earthly life to God’s holy
realm on January 22.

Conference
Becoming a W.I.S.E. Congregation
by Rev. Lisa LeSueur,
Florida Conference WISE Ministry Team
Pastor for Congregational and Staff Care,
Coral Gables Congregational UCC

I

n 2018, the Florida Conference took the
bold step of becoming the first W.I.S.E.
(Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive,
and Engaged) conference in the United
Church of Christ, committed to extending
an extravagant welcome to people with
mental health challenges and those that care
for them. This means speaking, preaching,
praying and learning more about mental health
in our congregations, and working towards
eliminating the barrier of stigma that often silences
those with mental health challenges. There is no
better way to engage in this important ministry than for local churches to
take the steps to become WISE, a designation that will send an intentional
message to those who are affected by mental health challenges that they are
indeed welcome in our congregations.
Currently, there are six WISE congregations in Florida: Venice UCC,
United UCC-DoC/St. Augustine, Faith UCC/Dunedin, Coral Gables
Congregational UCC, UCC at The Villages and First United Church of
Tampa. This past Sunday, January 30, I was invited to preach at Coral Isles
UCC/Tavernier about what it means to widen the intentional welcome of
the church to include those with mental health challenges. I could feel the
Spirit moving through the congregation as they begin to consider becoming
a WISE congregation. I would like to extend an invitation to each of the
churches in the conference to reach out to me to discuss what it would take
for their congregation to become the next WISE church in the conference.
Feel free to contact me at Lisal@gablesucc.org.
From Sunshine Connection February 2.
Light in Dark Places

COVID-19 has brought a lot of challenges to our daily lives, mental health
included. When you visit the Insurance Board’s online learning resources,
you’ll find a webinar that specifically addresses mental health within church
ministry titled “Light in Dark Places.”
This webinar is just one of many in our library that can help you stay on
top of best practices in keeping your ministry safe during these pressing
times. https://www.insuranceboard.org/online-learning/

from the
Conference Church House
Coffee Hour Resumes

Lay and clergy were able to participate in Conference Minister Rev. John
Vertigan’s “coffee hour” on February
16 at 11am. These Zoom meetings
allow interested parties to have a few
minutes with the CM. Watch the weekly
Sunshine Connection e-blasts for future
opportunities.

Community of Practice to Focus
on Christian Spirituality

A new Community of Practice, focusing on Christian spirituality, was offered
through the Florida Conference beginning in March. Through conversation
and experiential learning, the group
will reclaim a tradition of spiritual
practices that keep us grounded in the
practice of the presence of God. Topics
may include: various prayer practices;
silence as prayer and worship; personality type and spiritual practice; spiritual
reflections on the pandemic experience;
discussion of spiritual classics, and
more. Participants will be invited to suggest practices and topics as well. Each
meeting will begin with worship and
will provide ample time for personal and
professional sharing; all conversations
are held in strict confidence.
Two no-obligation 45-minute opportunities to explore your interest and
ask questions were available on Friday,
February 18, or Monday, February 21.
Adapted from Sunshine Connection,
February 9
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Being Church
Tree of Life Sanctuary/Ocala

T

he grand opening/dedication of the Ocala Tree of
Life Sanctuary – the joint venture of Temple Beth
Shalom and First Congregational UCC/Ocala —
took place on Sunday afternoon, March 13, beginning with a
joint service of thanksgiving, music, liturgy and recognition
followed by a reception
in the courtyards. Pastor
Rev. Dr. Hal McSwain,
Jr., told the Ocala StarBanner that he considers
the partnership a nonhierarchical “covenant”
in which each retains its
identity. “What I think is
that God is still speaking
through this covenantal
relationship we have with
the Temple Beth Shalom.
Neither the temple nor
we have to compromise
any of our values, ever,”

he said. “In the seven years we’ve been working on this, we
have not had one single issue about religion, not one. It’s been
about the color of the carpet or how many windows are going
to be clear.” The building is only the fourth interfaith venture
of a temple and church in the country where multiple religions
share a facility rather than
one renting from the other
or collaborating in other
ways, making Tree of Life
unique not only to Ocala
but to Florida and much of
the country.
For more about the Ocala Tree of Life Sanctuary
and how it came to be,
check out the December
2021/January 2022 issue
of Celebrate Florida

Immokalee Fair Housing Update
by Rev. Alan Coe
Mayflower UCC/Naples
he Immokalee Fair Housing Alliance is hard at work. Work has
started on the infrastructure, the things that are underground
that we don’t see and at times take for granted. Initial paving
of streets will happen soon and IFHA plans to start construction of the
first building this year.
The Board of Directors and Fund Development Committee are in
the beginning stages of a capital campaign. In the month of March,
the IFHA held an invitation-only event to prospective donors and to
increase awareness of the project in the Lee and Collier County area. In
the relatively short time this non-profit has been at work, they have been
able to accomplish a great deal of work. The word continues to spread
about IFHA and the work they are doing in Immokalee, and more people
are becoming involved in this project. IFHA recently received its first
one-million-dollar pledge and is very grateful for the commitment from
this individual.
I concluded my term on the Board of Directors recently but continue
to serve as a liaison to the UCC in Florida and nationally for the IFHA.
If you or your church would
like more information about
IFHA, to request a speaker to
come to your church or to become more involved, please
go to the IFHA website and
fill out the contact information (https://immokaleefairhousing.org). A person
from the Board will be in
touch with you.

T
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Celebrating God’s Presence,
Serving All People

United Church of Marco Island

Who We Say We Are

The brief text we use on our websites,
e-blasts and other communications

Opportunities
Listen Up!
From the Pilgrim Press

What’s a LISTEN UP! Bible
Study, and Why is It
Unique?

G

od’s word is alive. God always has something new to say to us. That’s why the purpose of the LISTEN UP! Bible Study series
is not simply learning information about the Bible; it
is hearing God speak. There is a difference.
In these Bible studies, you will be encouraged to
listen: listen to the Bible, listen to your own questions and responses, and listen to the honest sharing
among participants in your study group. Trusting in
the power of the Holy Spirit, we believe that in that
mix of biblical text, personal engagement, and honest
speaking and listening, God’s word may be heard,
speaking words of challenge and words of comfort.
A Leader’s Guide is included in each workbook.
Make your next small-group study a LISTEN UP!
Bible Study  

National Ministries Eager to Work
with Local Churches
on Full 2022 Agenda
by Hans Holznagel
UCC News, January 4

A

s 2022 dawns, here are 10 prominent items on the
year’s horizon for the United Church of Christ.
They’re examples of what the UCC’s national ministries will focus on — in collaboration with Conferences and
local churches — in the church’s quest for “a just world for all.”
•

Join the Movement

•

Voting — and Protecting the Vote

•

Social and Climate Investments

•

Poor People’s Rally

•

UN, Church and World

•

Living with, and Studying, COVID

•

Reproductive Rights

•

Future of Youth Ministry

•

Preventing Gun Violence

•

New National Office Space

As always, the national ministries plan to base their work
— in these and many other areas — on policies and priorities
set over the years by the General Synod and the UCC Board.
They’re offering specific ways UCC congregations and members can have an impact in critical national and global matters.
To read more, go to https://www.ucc.org/national-ministrieseager-to-work-with-local-churches-on-full-2022-agenda
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A

s the hostilities in Ukraine escalate with no end in sight, the appeals for
assistance – military and humanitarian – continue while refugees flood
into neighboring countries, the United States and other supportive nations.
What follows is information that has come to our attention in recent
weeks as-of mid-March, and we will update the news of our congregations’
responses in the next issue of Celebrate Florida.

We Are All Ukrainians*

All peoples and countries have the right of selfdetermination.

fter you awakened on the morning of February 24 and
learned that Russia had invaded Ukraine, you may not
have had quite the same response as Rev. Dr. Guillermo Marquez-Sterling (Pass-a-Grille Beach Community
UCC/St. Pete Beach): he knew he had to take action. So he
went to Epiphany of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic Church in
St. Petersburg, which was holding a prayer service, and quietly
observed the proceedings. Having been deeply moved by the experience, he approached Father Bodhan Barytskyy afterwards,
introduced himself and asked
if the church
would be willing to host an
interfaith prayer
vigil. Receiving
grateful approval, Rev. Guillermo reached
out to his clergy
contacts in the
area, composed
a statement
that received
support from
11 signatories
(with thanks to Rev. J.C. Pritchett of the Interdenominational
Ministerial Alliance), and e-mailed fliers about a March 2 vigil
to scores of churches and the media.

All countries should seek to live in harmony and
peace with their neighbors.

A

The result was “A Call for Peace” to “...show up and stand with the
local Ukrainian community in a call for peace, unity and support.”
We, the clergy and leaders of our faith communities in St.
Petersburg, Florida, come together in an act of solidarity during this time of Russian aggression against Ukraine in support
of the local Ukrainian community and the victims of this war.
Regardless of any differences that might exist between us, at
this moment we stand united on the following:
Life is precious and sacred, given to us by a
Creator God who loves all people.
We are all God’s children, equal in the eyes of
our Creator God.
We are called by our Creator God to love and
live in peace, as the universal bond of the Divine.
Every person has the God given right to pursue
freedom, safety and happiness.
Every country has the right to pursue freedom,
safety and happiness.
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Unlike the rising and setting of the sun, peace
will not happen on its own. We must work for peace
and live in peace as an intentional expression of the
Divine within and among us.
United by these faithful principles, we the
undersigned whole heartedly condemn the acts
of aggression committed by Russia and President
Vladimir Putin against Ukraine. As people of God,
we stand united for peace and in support of the
Ukrainian people.
The vigil was held at noon on Wednesday, March 2 — a
bright, sunny afternoon in front of the church that attracted more
than 400 people
of faith. After welcoming
words from Father Barytskyy,
Rev. Guillermo
followed with
introductory remarks. He said
although he
knows thoughts
and prayers have
immediately
gone into action for Ukraine, it is important that “feet should
also follow the prayers. That’s why you’re here today. Because
God gave you feet so that you could march yourself over here
and then stand in unity and solidarity with this community,
not only for the people of Ukraine, but for the local Ukrainian
community. And most importantly, that together, we stand for
peace.”
What followed was Pinellas clergy
from a variety of faith communities — Catholic, Jewish and
Protestant — offering prayers and
readings. Speakers on the program
representing UCC congregations
were Rev. Jen Daysa (Good Samaritan Church/Pinellas Park),
Rev. Sue Sherwood (Trinity UCC/
St. Petersburg), Rev. Kim Wells
(Lakewood UCC/St. Petersburg)
and Rev. Dr. Keith Haemmelmann
(Pass-a-Grille Beach Community
UCC/St. Pete Beach).

Many members of Pinellas UCC congregations were present,
the largest number coming from Pass-a-Grille.(see below) Church
member Jeanne Salvo passed out scores of fresh long-stemmed
sunflowers, the national flower of Ukraine, which were proudly
displayed throughout the crowd. Those in the audience who were
interested in volunteering or donating through Epiphany church
were directed to check its website for more information on how
to get involved.

A prayer vigil was held on the church Pavilion at Pass-a-Grille
Beach Community UCC/St. Pete Beach on Wednesday evening, February 23, followed by a special beachside service for
peace on Sunday evening, February 27. A seminary friend of
Pastor Chance Martinez at Spring Hill UCC has reached out
to him as she has family in Ukraine appealing for desperatelyneeded basic medical supplies. She is organizing a collection of
items for air cargo shipment to Ukraine out of New York. Chance
is asking members to bring specified items to the church office
for shipment to NY City.
First United Church of Tampa, in its March 4 e-blast,
asked “Want to help Ukraine?” and provided links to the World
Central Kitchen (which is feeding refugees), the International
Committee Red Cross and the UCC/Disciples of Christ Global
Ministries (working through the World Council of Churches
ACT Alliance and the Reformed Church of Hungary). Prior to
the breakout of war, the United Church of Gainesville offered
a Sunday Seminar, “Russia and the Ukraine: Prelude to War?”
E-blasts to members share links to humanitarian relief agencies
endorsed by the UCC.

A

round the state, UCC congregations are expressing
their support for Ukraine in different ways. Sanibel
Congregational UCC is offering a three-part theological study over three weeks in mid-March that focuses on Ukraine,
with a particular emphasis on the role of religion in its history.
The church is also encouraging financial humanitarian support
through the UCC and is bundling donations made payable to
SCUCC; the Mission and Benevolence Board will match all
gifts up to a total of $2,000. After church on Sunday, March 6,
Lakewood UCC/St. Petersburg had a discussion on the war
led by church member Bill Parsons, a retired Eckerd College
history professor with a Russia/USSR specialty. Each Sunday
as the war in Ukraine continues, there will be sunflowers (the
national flower of Ukraine) on the church’s altar at a sign of
solidarity with the Ukrainians.
Many congregations, like UCC/New Smyrna Beach, Coral
Gables Congregational UCC and Christ Congregational
Church/Miami, are providing information to church members on
the conflict with links to the national UCC statement on Ukraine
and how to donate in support. Throughout the month of March,
the United Church of Marco Island is collecting a love offering at its Bargain Basket thrift shop in honor of a staff member
who has family in Poland, which is housing Ukrainian refugees.
Faith UCC/Dunedin co-hosted with several other Dunedin
faith communities a Vigil for Ukraine on Monday, March 7,
in a local park. The church is encouraging members to light a
candle in their homes “as
a symbol of hope in the
darkness for the people
of Ukraine.” At the Ash
Wednesday service, a
table held candles that
could be lit as a way of
showing prayerful solidarity with the people of
Ukraine.   

The United Church UCC-DoC/St. Augustine has provided to
members links to various agencies endorsed by the UCC and an
invitation to attend a local interfaith worship service on March
20 in support of Ukraine and against the war.
On April 3 Union Congregational UCC/West Palm
Beach will be collecting dry food and dry milk, feminine
and baby products along with tents and medical supplies that
will be shipped directly to
Ukraine’s medical teams.
Billie Navojosky, (right)
chair of the Missions committee, poses with the blue
and yellow wristbands sold
by the UCC at The Villages. The proceeds — $835
by mid-March — will go to
the UCC Ukrainian Emergency Fund. At Plymouth
Congregational Church/
Miami, congregants are being encouraged to donate to the
church’s Cobb Family Emergency Response Fund in order to
assist refugees. The Beach Church/Pensacola Beach and St.
Andrew UCC/Sarasota are providing a link for church members to support the ACT Alliance, which is targeting support to
those most in need through humanitarian relief partners with a
history of working in the region.
*This article originally appeared in the March 9 Sunshine
Connection and has been updated with more current information since that date.
To read about the national UCC Ukraine appeal and to
donate, go to Ukraine Emergency Appeal - United Church
of Christ (ucc.org). In the March 9 “Sunshine Connection,”
there is “A Message from ACM Rev. Leslie Etheredge”
about her family’s direct connections to what is happening in Ukraine. If you missed it, here is the YouTube link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQZHoE8BBOA
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Being Church
“You Are Extravagantly Invited...”

your entrance point. For instance:

I

‘Our congregation is so careful about meeting
in person. We stay masked throughout worship and
every other pew is blocked off so we keep good
distance. But I still feel the warmth and friendliness of St. Andrew. You have no idea how genuine
the welcome really is. In fact, you should join me
sometime to see. We could meet right outside the
door with our masks on, about 10:15 any Sunday.’

n several recent e-blasts to members of St. Andrew UCC/
Sarasota, Rev. Dr. Mary Alice Mulligan posed the question, “How can I invite someone to St. Andrew?” We’re
sharing her thoughts, which might help you interest church
shoppers during these challenging times.
We’re also adding to her message an event that was held on
the church campus on Saturday, December 4. The neighborhood community association wanted to hold a block party and
asked St. Andrew if it could be held on the church grounds. The
answer was YES, and the day featured a band, food trucks, bake
sales, raffles, games for children, crafts, face-painting and a fire
engine for the kids to explore. In addition, there were exhibits
by the local library and the county sheriff’s department. The
church had its own table where it shared the story of the church
and handed out brochures, pencils and its patented bracelets. “It
was the best day and we cannot thank the good people of St.

Andrew enough to allow us to host the event,” enthused the
association’s board. In its thank you letter to the church, a $400
donation was included “to help support one of your missions.”

Or:
‘COVID is such an annoyance, but my church
has made great accommodations. I am so glad the
worship service at our church is livestreamed, so I
can worship right with the congregation, while keeping safely at home. Even in my living room, the sense
of participating in something holy happens every
week. We worship and learn and pray together. The
music is wonderful, even through
my computer. You should give St.
Andrew a try. You are welcome to
come worship with me Sunday, as
long as we mask and keep some
distance. Or I could write down the
livestream information [www.facebook.com/sarasotaucc]. I’ll send
you the link to the bulletin [all you
have to do is forward the link you
receive by e-mail on Thursday] or
I can print a copy for you.’
Obviously you don’t want to memorize these
suggestions, just use the ideas as a jumping
off place to start a conversation about St. Andrew. We do have
something wonderful to share.
Some quick starters for inviting someone to St. Andrew:

What an engaging way to “invite” neighbors to experience
your church! What are the odds there are local residents who
may never have stepped foot in your church despite being curious about it but who are hesitant to take that first step. If you
have spacious outside grounds or a large parking area, let your
neighborhood association know of your willingness to host an
event. Maybe there is another community or non-profit organization that would welcome such an opportunity. Maybe a local
group is looking for a space to stage a concert or musical event.
Or your church might organize something like an Easter Egg
Hunt, Halloween Trunk & Treat or a Pumpkin Patch, a crafts
fair or Christmas bazaar open to the community as many of our
congregations already do. Since we proclaim we are the “people
of extravagant welcome,” events like these are a natural way
to demonstrate our UCC’s slogan that “No matter who you are
or wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”

•

The church I attend is comfortable talking about some of
life’s most difficult issues.

•

No one looks at me funny when I wear cut-offs to church.
And no one seems to care that other people dress up.

•

You should see the interesting masks people wear to worship at St. Andrew United Church of Christ.
  

•

My church doesn’t tell me what to think, but it stretches
my thinking.

•

At my church, I’ve heard the words ‘domestic violence,’
‘tampons,’ ‘grace’ and ‘transgender’ from the pulpit recently. But most often I hear the word ‘welcome.’

•

Have you ever heard a woman preach?

•

Here’s what Pastor Mary Alice suggested as possible openings
inviting someone to church.

People with tattoos are a normal part of our congregation,
but tattoos are not required.

•

“The pandemic certainly makes the casual
invitation for someone to join you in worship more
difficult, but not impossible. In fact, that could be

Lots of people feel close to God out in nature, but I also
feel close to God in worship at St. Andrew.

•

I’d like you to join me at worship Sunday.”
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From the February 23 Sunshine Connection Florida Conference e-blast

Being Church
Will It Be The Same Old/Same Old Or...?

S

tumped when it comes to providing some fresh stimulation for church members? Is it going to be a multi-week
Bible series? An evening book study? An afternoon
trip to a museum? Something easy that you always do? Who
is going to do it – the usual suspects?
OK, let’s stop right here.
Think for a moment about the members of your church — all
that richness of talent and life experience.
Think about all the careers — past and
present — sitting in those pews (well, when
you’ve been able to worship in-person). How
about all those hobbies, special interests and
gifts just waiting to be used (cue Matthew
5:15).

wide span of interests and subjects – something for just about
everyone. These provide the side benefit of creating opportunities for friendly connections among church members who
may never have met one another. UCofG is finishing up its
winter offerings program and signing up participants for the
upcoming spring curriculum. Some are brief, one-time events
for a couple hours, others meet weekly for a month or so and
there’s everything in-between.

OK, you get the idea. Those being fed
during Sunday morning worship have the
potential to nourish others. Your teachers,
facilitators, instructors, lecturers are out
there, just waiting to be asked (as in “Oh,
Pastor, I thought you’d never ask!”).
So what can you offer? The same-old/
same-old or some things outside the box and
maybe even a little off-the-wall? Well, the
United Church of Gainesville has already
been-there-done-that so let’s see what they
do.
The church regularly has seasonal “small
group” offerings that are varied and cover a

Winter
Cozy Reads: Holiday Romance
Book Club
Advent Contemplative Prayer
“Are Parenting Books the Best
or Worst?” Book Club
Bike Maintenance Workshop
Climate Crisis Handbook of
UCC: Cathedral on Fire
Creative Writing Group:
A Reprise
Drum Circle
Good Men Drinking Beer
Love a Good Mystery Book Club
Men’s Lunch Group
Puzzlers
Queer Devotionals
Sacred Sound Symphony
Telling Christmas Stories
The Great Game of Canasta
The Poetry of Understanding
A Women’s Lunch Group

Following are titles of just a few of
their “courses.” UCofG has offered
more than a couple dozen “small
groups” for winter and almost 50 for
spring. These subjects can give you a
head start in planning some for your
own congregation or get you thinking
“outside the box.” If you want more
details, here’s the listing for the spring
offerings https://ucgainesville.org/
wordpress/adult-small-groups/ You’ll
probably want to start out with a much
smaller number and then see how they
go. Consider publicizing certain offerings to the community — a good way to
attract some new members impressed
with your interesting creativity.
From the February 16 Sunshine Connection Conference e-blast.

Bike Maintenance Workshop

Spring
First Wednesday Racial Justice
Videos
Climate Crisis: How’d We
Get Here?
Cooking Without a Recipe
Creative Writing Group
Crochet Wednesday
Croquet on a Spring Morning
Friday Morning Prayer
First Day of Spring Sunrise at
Sweetwater Wetlands
Hearing Aid Issues for Seniors
Lenten Contemplative Prayer
Lesser Known Trails However
Known
Looking at a Tree: Basic
Drawing Skills
Midlife Podcast Discussion
Group
Mutual Reawakening for Hope
and Healing

Park Walks
Photo Tips
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Puzzlers
Science, Religion, and Truth
Some Crazy, Mostly True,
Stories about Me before I
Was Your Grandparent
Spring Kickball!
Surviving a Stroke
Taize in the Courtyard
The Timeless Wisdom of The
Bhagavad Gita
True Healing Through a Course
in Miracles
Vincent Van Gogh and the
Beauty of Lent
Watch the Last Sunset of Winter
What’s Your Favorite Podcast?
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Food,
Glorious
Food

Y

es, meals are one of the fuels that keep
our churches going. Whether they are
potlucks, cook-offs, pancake breakfasts,
teas, progressive dinners or Lenten suppers, we
church people love our food and our fellowship!
And we also know the importance of sharing food
with those who often go without. Here are some
examples of members of our Florida churches
“breaking bread” together as well as extending the
gift of food to others.

The Basket Brigade 2021 at First Congregational UCC/
Winter Park for Thanksgiving was a huge success this year, a
collaborative project with Ward Chapel, Walker and Company
and the University
Club of Winter Park.
In time for the holiday 84 baskets were
assembled, each
with food, three gift
cards and a monetary donation.
This past January
Rebecca’s Pantry at
First UCC/Orlando served 133 families with a total of 432
individuals. In February the numbers were 174 and 558. The
Souper Bowl Sunday soup can collection in collaboration with
Community Christian Church came up with almost 300 cans.
Donations of food and hygiene products at North Port
Community UCC in November totaled 571 pounds and in
December the amount was 720 pounds.
Marty and Chance at Spring Hill UCC received peanut
butter donations from the Hernando County 4-H, which ran a
peanut butter drive
in the county. A
portion went to the
church’s Loaves
and Fishes food
pantry and because
so much was donated the church
was able to share
the bounty with the
Salvation Army
The Food for Thought book club at the United Church of
Gainesville has put together a cookbook of 86 favorite dessert recipes and sold them in the church Courtyard between
services during December. The $15 price included a $6 donation to the donor’s choice of Family Promise, Food for Kids
or the COVID Relief Fund. This holiday gift let the buyer to
treat themself while also helping others at the same time. In
2021 the church donated 3,326 pounds of food to Gainesville
Community Ministries.
The 2021 food drive at Pilgrim UCC/Port Charlotte was a
huge success. After Rev. John Barnette blessed the collection
with the children, 76 of them walked approximately100 bags
full of grocery goodies to the church food pantry. Thanks to the
Boy Scouts and Deep Creek neighbors, on Saturday, November 13, over 3,000 pounds of food were collected for the food
pantry. And the food pantry team filled 78 bags of groceries for
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families to prepare traditional Thanksgiving meals.
Over three and one half tons of turkeys were donated by
Sanibel Congregational UCC to Gladiolus Food Pantry for
Thanksgiving. Members of the congregation also donated
$1,775 in cash and it was matched by Mission and Benevolence
funds, totally $3,550.
The usual Souper Bowl Sunday in February at Church on the
Hill Congregational UCC/Boca Raton had to be re-thought
due to COVID and it became a Souper Bowl of Caring Pantry
event. For the entire month a canned soup drive was conducted
along with a fundraiser to benefit local soup kitchens. On
March 20 church members traveled to Boynton Beach to gather
tomatoes at the CROS Ministries gleaning site.
The food pantry at Good Samaritan Church/Pinellas Park
reported for October being open eight days to serve 1,080 adult
clients and 335 children, representing 498 households. Small
bags of individual serving foods were donated to 11 assisted
living residents, and sandwiches and fresh fruit were given
to the many homeless individuals who regularly come to the
pantry. The pantry received
another check from Chapel
on the Hill UCC/Seminole
for $5,000. Pass-a-Grille
Beach Community UCC/
St. Pete Beach delivered a
large load of groceries collected by the families and
teachers of the Montessori
by the Sea School, which is
affiliated with PAG Church.
Donations are also received from Smith & Associates Realtors.
The Spring Concert Series at PAG saw the proceeds go to Good
Sam’s food pantry.
The Daily Bread Food Pantry at the United Church of Marco
Island had an urgent need for one-pound boxes of pasta in
January. This is a staple item, and around 800 boxes are usually distributed each week and the pantry was down to nothing.

The fish and chips dinner on Saturday, February 26, at Pilgrim UCC/Port Charlotte had its proceeds benefit the local
Boy Scout troop to help with travel costs for camping trips.
During the November 13 food drive at Hope UCC/Rockledge, 20 church members dropped off 244 items and $170
for the Central Brevard Sharing Center plus 20 jars of peanut
butter, two packages of feminine hygiene products and $40 for
the Cocoa High School Fresh Market. In December, 317 items
were collected for the Sharing Center along with $80 in cash.
The Imperial Sun Court of
All Florida regularly blesses
the Ruth Ministry at the
UCC/Fort Lauderdale with
100 bag lunches on the first
Saturday of every month.
The organization recently
presented Ruth Ministry with
a check of $1,500. On Monday, January 24, 10% of all
dine-in and take-out dinners
at Bona Italian Restaurant
was donated to the church.
On Saturday, February 19, Spring Hill UCC had its first
annual “We Love You Banquet” for widows and widowers in
the congregation. Fellowship Hall was converted into an Italian restaurant for the occasion, which was staffed by volunteer
cooks, servers, hosts/hostesses and drivers (for those who can’t
drive at night). Those not comfortable attending in-person
could have the meal delivered to them.
The annual Hunger Vigil at Coral Gables Congregational
UCC over the MLK weekend was once again a tremendous
success in
compassionate support
of the hungry
in the community. Over
16,936 pounds
of food were
collected for
the church
food pantry as
well as shared
with MUJER in
Homestead
(which
supports
migrant
and immigrant mothers and
young children) and
the MJD
We l l n e s s
and Community Center in North Miami. Back in December
the German Congregation at the church had a festive Christmas
market – with a big emphasis on foods!

Food,
Glorious
Food
In the last two weeks of February, Faith UCC/Dunedin
donated 384lbs of food (and countless rolls of toilet paper) for
the folks who depend on Dunedin Cares.
Members of St. Andrew UCC/Sarasota participated in
the CROP Hunger Walk on Sunday afternoon, March 6. The
church has named their support the Paul Binder Memorial
Sarasota CROP Hunger Walk in honor of their late pastor’s
35-year-commitment to this mission. St. Andrew was joined
by two other churches, 30 strong. The St. Andrew team
raised close to $1,900; 25% will go to All Faiths Food Bank
and 75% to Church World Service. First Congregational
UCC/Sarasota also participated, with walkers and receiving

monetary donations from church members. Over $2,200 was
collected. In another outreach, members of St. Andrew are
providing meals on a rotating basis with other churches to
Francis House, Family Promise’s home for pregnant mothers
and their children. The family they are serving is a mother
and her 10 year old son.
The church provides a main dish, veggies and/or salad, and
desert. They have committed to one meal for the weekend, but
extra food won’t be turned away.
Members from First United Church of Tampa recently
prepared bags of food for children in need through the Pack a
Sack 4 Kids program.
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Food,
Glorious
Food
Faith UCC/Dunedin, in collaboration with a local Presbyterian church, is building, planting and maintaining Faith Garden
to provide fruits and vegetables to local food banks.
The 4th annual Chili Cook-Off took place at the United
Church in Tallahassee on Sunday, March 6, after worship.
Prizes were awarded to the three top winners. The rivalry was
fierce among the vegans, vegetarians and omnivores.
Sunday, March 6, was the date for the outdoor potluck at the
United Church UCC-DoC/St. Augustine, where pandemic
guidelines were followed – like spreading out, avoiding sharing
utensils and preparing foods as single servings.
Pilgrim Congregational UCC/St. Petersburg is having a

Seder meal on Saturday, April 16, at 4pm. UCC members in
the area are welcomed, but reservations are requested (please
phone the office at 727/347-1226 and leave a message to reserve a seat).
March 5 the food pantry at Union Congregational UCC/
West Palm Beach distributed more than 57 bags of food
items, feeding 184 individuals.
For the month of January, the Beach Church/Pensacola
Beach donated 33 pounds of non-perishable food and personal
hygiene items (soap, shampoo, dental care products, etc.) for
the local food pantry.
The Shepherd’s Pantry at Emmanuel UCC/Sebring celebrated its selection as a Winn-Dixie Bloomin’ 4 Good Program
beneﬁciary for the month of February. It is an easy way for shoppers to give back as every $12.99 Bloomin’ 4 Good Bouquet
with the red circle sticker sold supports a hunger organization
local to the Winn Dixie in which it was purchased.

UCC Women
UCC Women
Around the State

A

s the Christmas season came to a close, it was an
occasion for the women at Coral Gables Congregational UCC both to celebrate with friends and also
to spend time in reflection and enjoying a vegetarian potluck
lunch before diving into the responsibilities of the New Year.
Using the creative images and poetry of Jan Richardson,

they reflected on 2021 by participating in a Native American
bowl burning cleansing ritual, practicing mindfulness, sharing
stories, enjoying fellowship and celebrating the Sacrament of
Holy Communion in the company of women.
The Women’s Lunch Group at the United Church of Gainesville celebrated the Christmas holidays with a Tasteful Tea
Party on Friday, December 17, in the Courtyard. Hot cider was
provided, and attendees were invited to bring a batch of their
favorite cookies to share — and a pack of new underwear or
a financial contribution to support the Helping Hands Clinic
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clothes closet. The women’s day-long retreat took place on
Saturday, March 12, on the theme “Mindful Mending: Society,
Selves, Socks.”
Faith UCC/Dunedin’s Anam Cara Women’s Circle offered a
program on Saturday, January 22, that was titled “A Voyage…
an Ancestry Voyage,” an exploration of our roots and our family
trees. On February 5 the group discussed their role as a chapter
of RISE (Together Women Rise), which advocates for women
in developing nations. Their February grant supports a program
in Nepal called “Common Threads,” which uses story cloths
as a form of art therapy to help women heal from sexual and
gender-based abuse. The March focus was the International
Women’s Day 2022 event in the Gathering Space. It included
the Wall of Women display, music by a dulcimer ensemble,
art and breaking the bias by crossing arms in solidarity for
the #BreakTheBias campaign.

UCC Women
The Women’s Ministry at Pass-a-Grille Beach Community UCC/St. Pete Beach presented Nan Colton in a special
live presentation “Remembering Anne Frank—Miep Gies”
on Thursday afternoon, January 13, in the Sanctuary. Later
in the month on Saturday, January 29, the ministry sponsored
five singers presenting selections from some of musical theater’s favorite shows accompanied by the church organist Dale
Williams. On Tuesday afternoon, March 1, comedian Juanita
Lolita entertained. Proceeds from these programs benefited the
women’s ministry. During March, Women on a Faith Journey
sponsored a diaper drive to benefit Daystar Life Center in St.
Petersburg, which provides life necessities to neighbors in need.
On December 7 the women of First Congregational UCC/
Sarasota prepared and wrapped 50 shoebox gifts for seniors
receiving meals through Sarasota Meals on Wheels. On Tuesday, January 4, the Women’s Association presented a program
featuring Barbara Richards, Director of Project 180, whose
mission is to reintegrate formerly incarcerated citizens into
community life. Then on Tuesday, February 1, they showcased
some of their artistically gifted members (names kept secret)
– in music and art. Their luncheon on Tuesday, March 1, involved a presentation on homelessness that was given by the
director of Family Promise/Sarasota-Manatee whose mission
is to help homeless children and their families find sustainable,
independent housing while providing temporary safe shelter. In
honor of Women’s History Month, the Women’s Association
sponsored a clothing drive—new and gently used women’s
clothing — for the Second Chance Last Opportunity Women’s
Boutique at their brand new Women’s Center.
Women from Naples UCC came together on Thursday
morning, January 20, for a time of discussion, engagement and
reflection on the topic: the housing crisis in our country, the
skyrocketing prices, lack of inventory, lack of affordable housing and how it’s affecting the rental market. The conversation
was facilitated by Rev. Angela Wells-Bean with a presentation from Candy Nordland. The Women Engage! gathering
on February 17 used Black History Month to address the topic
“What’s all the fuss about Critical Race Theory?”
The Bible study at Pilgrim UCC/Port Charlotte on Thursday morning, February 3, focused on the lives of Hannah and
Miriam. The discussion was centered around their messages
to us today as “Women of the Bible Speak.” The Valentine
luncheon took place on Thursday, February 10, at Mary Margaret’s Tea and Biscuit followed by shopping in the antique
district of Arcadia. The Book Club dinner for February 28
featured The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper by Phaedra

Patrick. The Bible study for March focused on “Esther and
Rahab: Unexpected Heroes of Faith.”
The Come Alive! women’s group at First Congregational
Church/Winter Park celebrated Women’s History Month at
their March 26 meeting.
The UCC Women of North Port Community UCC organized a rummage sale for Friday, March 18.
The women of Sanibel Congregational UCC have a retreat planned for Saturday, April 2, at the church. The title is
“Finding Our Place in Creation,” based on the oratorio “For
Our Common Home,” composed by Jean Chandler’s friend
Linda Chase with a libretto taken from Pope Francis’ encyclical “Praised Be.” There will be opportunities for interaction
with creative writing and artistic expression and also time for
contemplation with a walking meditation in the labyrinth or
the Memorial Garden.
On Monday, December 13, the Women’s Fellowship at the
United Church of Marco Island presented a Christmas Pro-

gram featuring a mix of the arts.
The program on January 24 was
“Women in Leadership at UCMI”
that was led by Pastor Rev. Mark
Williams. February’s program was
“The Story of Rachel” presented
and portrayed by Judy Daye, who
explored the question “What is Rachel’s story?” The March 28 meeting was a potluck lunch followed
by a presentation on self-care for
women – physically, emotionally
and spiritually.

Worshipping God, however known
United Church of Gainesville

Who We Say We Are

The brief text we use on our websites,
e-blasts and other communications
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Music and the Arts

T

he Golden Gates Dancers performed at the United
Church of Marco Island on Friday, January 28, offering the audience an entertaining and authentic glimpse
into Old Russia through music, song, and dance. Then on Friday
evening, February 4, Associate Conductor Radu Paponiu and
the Naples Philharmonic performed the music of Beethoven,
Te l e m a n n
and Carlos
Simon. They
returned on
Friday, February 25,
with their
Cho rus to
perform
Maurice
D u r u f l e ’s
“Requiem.”
The program for
Sunday afternoon, March 6, featured four professional Resident Artists
with a pianist from Opera Naples sharing operatic arias and
ensembles from beloved operas. Spirit of the Gulf Chorus
performed songs from many styles of music, all in rich, fourpart harmony, acappella on March 27.
The Theological Studies program at Sanibel Congregational
UCC on Wednesday morning, December 8, in Fellowship
Hall and on Zoom was presented by Rev. Dr. John Danner.
It was titled “Three Dollar Lessons: The Life of Leonard Bernstein.” In addition to providing an in depth overview of his
life, Pastor John offered three musical selections, accompanied
by Mackenzie Albert, from Bernstein’s musical “West Side
Story.” Mardi Gras Sunday returned to both services on February 27 featuring members of Island Jazz. On March 27 the
church presented an All-Handel Sunday, with excerpts from
Handel’s “Messiah,” the “Largo” from “Xerxes” and “Hallelujah, Amen” from “Judas Maccabaeus.”
The musical guest at St. Andrew UCC/Sarasota on Saturday,
December 12, was violinist Juan
Jaramillo, who has performed with
several operas, symphonies and
musical ensembles and at numerus
music festivals. He paid a return
visit for worship on February 27.
Grammy-nominated Irish folk
balladeer Danny O’Flaherty had
toes tapping at the Beach Church/
Pensacola Beach on Friday evening, March 18, in a post-St. Patrick’s Day celebration.
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The Sounds of Freedom
Band performed at First
UCC/Orlando on Sunday, December 12.
The Spring Concert
Series at Pass-a-Grille Beach Community UCC/St. Pete Beach featured
four Thursday evenings from late
February through early April. Performing were The Mad Beach Band,
the Tomkats Jazz Orchestra, Jazz
Duetology and the Midtown Rhythm
Section. The suggested donation was
$10 per ticket (with the proceeds going
to the food pantry at Good Samaritan
Church/Pinellas Park). The Maverick Singers – a children’s
choir from Miami who sing a
cappella – lifted their voices
during worship on March
13. Following the worship
service on Sunday, January
30, congregants were invited
to the Gathering Place and
Fellowship Hall to meet the
Artist for the Day and admire
the artwork of seven church members.

The Artist of the Month for December
at Sanibel Congregational UCC was
Floridian Jordan Jones, whose work
reflects the sunny surroundings in
which she grew up.
Members of Naples UCC who are into
the fine arts gathered on Friday morning, February 18, to
learn more about Palette Pals, the church’s long-established
arts ministry with a studio on the campus. A recent music
series at the church featured flutist Blair Francis Paponiu on
January 25, the String Theory on February 1, Four Violins
on February 5. It all added up to a delightful mix of piano,
cello, jazz, bluegrass, spirituals and pop. Three choirs from
the Bower School of Music at Florida Gulf Coast University
share a program of diverse choral works on Friday evening,
February 11 in the Sanctuary. The Bergonzi Piano Trio performed Schubert and Dvorak on Sunday afternoon, February
20. During March there were four concerts: the Artis-Naples
Youth Jazz Orchestra; the Purdue Varsity Men’s Glee Club;

Music and the Arts
Blair, Glenn, Ryan and Sasha; and
Brandon Goldberg.
Dr. Timothy Peter and School of
Music students and musicians from
Stetson University led the worship
service on December 12 at First Congregational Church/Orange City in

honor and memory of the late David
Putnam, who had been the church’s
Music Director for many years.
First Congregational UCC/Ocala
welcomed the New Moon Jazz Ensemble to its new space in the Ocala
Tree of Life Sanctuary on Saturday
evening, March 12. The group, out
of New York, is composed of Robert
Lepley (piano), Roger Hines (bass)
and Sean Thomas (percussion).
Christian recording artists Shawn
Thomas performed at a free/open
to the public concert/night of worship on Saturday evening, February
5, at Spring Hill UCC. The Weeki
Wachee Winds Community Concert

Band performed on Saturday afternoon, March 12.
“Spring Celebrations” at the UCC/
Fort Lauderdale on Sunday afternoon, April 10 will feature the New
Directions Chamber Winds performing pieces by Rossini, Dvorak, Elgar
and Beethoven.
The Arts and Activism lecture series
at Coral Gables Congregational

UCC took place during
March and April in-person
and on Zoom with the four segments
focusing on photographer Carl Juste,
artist/writer/photographer Onajide
Shabaka, photographer Barbara
Dombrowski and eco-artist Xavier
Cortada. Shades of Yale University,
an a cappella gr oup founded in 1988
to celebrate music of the African
diaspora and African-American tradition, were part of the 11am service
on March 27.
On Friday evening, January 14,
First Congregational UCC/Sarasota offered
a free opento-the-public
evening performance with
D r. K a t h y
Bullock as she
shared musical
connections
between African-American
culture and
West African
and Appalachian cultures through
story and performing songs of faith
and hope. Dr. Kathy Bullock is an
educator, scholar, speaker, singer,
pianist, choral arranger and conductor
who specializes in African-American
music and culture, including gospel,
spirituals and classical works by
composers from the African diaspora.
Then on Saturday she worked with
the church choir in a master class on
the performance of African-American
music and participated in the Sunday
MLK worship service.
The United Church of Gainesville
had an art exhibit in its Sanctuary
featuring sacred calligraphy images
by Joon Stewart, a local artist. In
keeping with the theme of the January
sermon series “Poets and Prophets,”
the images were created and derived
from world religions and wisdom
traditions.
Best-selling author Dusty J. Miller
presented a reader’s theater production of her latest Alice Ott mystery
book, Danger Within, on Sunday,
March 27, in the Sanctuary of First
Congregational UCC/Lake Helen.
This is Miller’s fifth book in the Alice
Ott mystery series.

Film

D

uring Advent at Pass-a-Grille Beach
Community UCC/St. Pete Beach had
a “Christmas on the Screen” series over several Sunday evenings that explored American
spirituality and social values. Viewed were
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas,” “The
Polar Express” and “Die Hard” (yes, “Die
Hard”!) with discussion following.
The Environment Subcommittee at Naples
UCC presented “The Plastic Problem: A
PBS Documentary” on Tuesday afternoon,
January
18, with
a discussion
following. On
February
15 the
documentary
“Kiss the Ground” was shown. On Tuesday,
March 15, the documentary series featured
“This Changes Everything.” “Defiance” was
the film for the “Dinner & a Movie” event
on Thursday afternoon, February 24. “Maude
Dahme: Hidden Child of the Holocaust” was
viewed on Monday afternoon, March 7. Ms.
Dahme, age 86 who survived the Holocaust
as a child, resides in Estero and joined the
gathering via Zoom.
The Movie Night at UCC/New Smyrna
Beach on Saturday evening, January 27, was
“The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe.”
The film “Racially Charged: America’s
Misdemeanor Problem” was shown on March
1 at Good Samaritan Church/Pinellas Park
with a discussion following.
The Netflix film “The Power of the Dog”
was presented at Fort Myers Congregational UCC on February 27.
The movie event at North Port Community UCC on Saturday afternoon, March 5,
was “War Room,” about prayer as a powerful
weapon.
Spring Hill UCC showed the documentary
film “American Heretic” on Sunday afternoon, February 27. It is about Mayflower
UCC in Oklahoma City, living into what it
has been called to do.
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Anti-Racism Ministry
Much Work To Do
by Rev. Donna Cooney
(United Church UCC-DoC/St. Augustine)
SC2ER Facilitator

The Anti-Racism Ministry is grateful to each of
you for your continued contributions to the work of
equity and justice. Please keep in mind that this is hard
work, so rest when you need to; practice deep breathing;
and spend as much time as you can outdoors enjoying
the beautiful weather of the Florida gardens. If there
is anything that your Anti-Racism Ministry team can
do to support your work (or your rest), whether it be
resources, sounding boards, or conversation partners,
we look forward to hearing from you.
You are blessed and you are blessings,
Rev. Donna

On Sunday afternoon, December 5, a Peacekeepers Advent service was conducted by six diverse Sarasota area churches and pastors working together to
shine a light on racism in the community. The service featured reflections on the
candles of Advent (hope, peace, joy and love), discussion and singing.  Rev. Dr.
Wes Bixby (First Congregational UCC/Sarasota) was a participating pastor.
First Congregational is the site of an April 1-2 interfaith conference, “The
Thought and Spirituality of Howard Thurman: His Historical Legacy and Relevance to the Issues of Today.” Two premier Thurman scholars led the engagement. Now recognized as “one of the unacknowledged shapers of 20th century
America,” Dr. Thurman was a bridge between Mahatma Gandhi and Martin
Luther King, Jr. He provided
theological and philosophical foundations for nonviolent engagement in social
change. He was a pioneer in
interfaith work and a seminal
figure in the American civil
rights movement.

The Racial Justice Committee at the
United Church of Gainesville reported
that 37 people responded they had read
or committed to read Caste: The Origins
of our Discontent as part of the church’s
All-Church Read small groups program.
On March 2 the church showed the film
“I Am Not Your Negro,” written by James
Baldwin.

After worship on March 6 at Faith UCC/Dunedin, a special film
was shown followed by conversation. The primary purpose of this
documentary project, “An American Story: Race Amity and The Other
Tradition,” is to impact the public discourse on race — to move the
discourse from the “blame/grievance/rejection” cycle to a view from
a different lens, the lens of “amity/collaboration/access and equity.”
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“Dinners for Change” is
a new educational program of the Racial Justice
Ministry at Pass-a-Grille
Beach Community UCC/
St. Pete Beach designed
to gather eight to twelve
members of the church
family in a social setting
in members’ homes to
discuss issues of racism.
Drinks, appetizers and a
light meal are served, and
then a short presentation
is given by a member
of the team followed by
dialogue.
The purpose is to spend
most of the time in conversation with each other in a
manner that is meaningful
and educational.
Four such gatherings
have been schedule between March 17 and April
10.

I

n the summer of 2016 we asked if it was Time for Conversations on
Race, Religion, Violence, Tolerance, Justice, Inequality. We have
asked you to share with our Florida churches how you as a church
family have, are now, or are planning to have such conversations.
As you read through these brief descriptions, do you note any which
sound like programs or opportunities you would like to consider for your
own congregation? If so, please feel free to contact our Conference staff
or the Pastors and staff of those churches to learn about people, curricula,
materials and other resources that could be available to you. We will
continue to share as we learn more from you. Here are a few more happenings. Please continue to participate in this conversation by contacting
us at RickCarson1@gmail.com

Time for Conversations...
MLK Day and Black History Month
In a recent e-blast to church members, First
Congregational Church/Lake Helen notified
readers of the documentary, “Black History,
Black Freedom, and Black Love,” a three-part,
54-lesson class that examines the past, present
and future of race relations in America. It was offered during Black History Month free-streaming
on MasterClass.com , IMDb (Amazon’s free
streaming service) and to Prime Members on
Prime Video.

Following the
example of Dr.
Martin Luther
King, Jr., Coral
Gables Congregational UCC
invited church
members to
serve and learn
over the January
15-17 weekend
in several ways.

During February, Plymouth Congregational
Church/Miami featured music that holds a place
in Black history. On February 6 it was “Here I Am
to Worship,” a contemporary Christian song often
performed by the artist Israel Houghton.
On February 13 the Chancel Choir was joined
by the Joyful Noise Children’s Choir in singing “Swing Low Sweet Chariot” and “O Won’t
You Sit Down,” which are both traditional spirituals. On February 20 it was Adolphus Hailstork’s
“Baroque Suite,” which was heard in the prelude
and postlude of the worship service.

On Friday evening, January 14, First Congregational
UCC/Sarasota offered a free open-to-the-public evening
performance with Dr. Kathy Bullock as she shared musical connections between African-American culture and
West African and Appalachian cultures through story and
performing songs of faith and hope.
Dr. Kathy Bullock is an educator, scholar, speaker, singer,
pianist, choral arranger and conductor who specializes in
African-American music and culture, including gospel,
spirituals and classical works by composers from the African diaspora.

One was donating to the annual food drive
on January 15 or
donating blood
at the Big Red
OneBlood truck
parked on the
church campus on January 16.
Another option was attending a meet-the-author opportunity in the Sanctuary on January 17 to hear author/activist
Fred Guttenberg discuss his book, Find the Helpers, about
the murder of his daughter during the Parkland High School
shootings.

Then on Saturday she worked with the church choir in a
master class on the performance of African-Americanmusic
and participated in the Sunday MLK worship service.
On Thursday afternoon, February 10, the church presented a play, “A Gathering of Friends,” which was a dialogue
among four famous Black voices of history: Dr. W.E.B.
DuBois, Mrs. DuBois, Malcom X and Maya Angelou. It
was in-person and on Zoom. The church organized a trolley
tour on March 7 to learn about African-American history
in Sarasota.
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MLK Day and
Black History Month
The UCC at The Villages donated $2,200
to the MLK Scholarship Fund this year, an
increase from $1,565
last year.
The Fund provides
college scholarships
to high school seniors
at several area high
schools. The church
holds fundraising activities and events to
raise money to fund
the scholarships.

The UCC/
N e w S m y rna Beach
recognized
Black History Month
with a movie
night on February 22 with
a showing of
“My Name is
Pauli Murray,”
which was
followed by a
discussion of
the film.

At a virtual interfaith MLK memorial service that
was live-streamed on Sunday, January 26, on the theme
“Reaching for Human Excellence,” Rev. Kim Wells
(Lakewood UCC/St. Petersburg) participated by doing
one of the readings.
On Sunday afternoon, January 16, the church held
its weekly anti-racism demonstration with signs on the
busy street in front of the church. The worship services
on Sundays from MLK Sunday through Black History
Month highlighted the teachings of Dr. King.

On Wednesday evening, February 23, Rev. Dr.
Bernice Powell Jackson (First United Church of
Tampa) gave a Zoom presentation for Black History
Month to members of St. Peter UCC in Missouri.
On Thursday evening, February 24, for the Poetry
Conversation at the church, participants were encouraged to bring two poems by African-American and/or
women poets as part of the celebration of Black and
Women’s History months.
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Emmanuel UCC/Sebring celebrated Black History Month
by honoring UCC “firsts” and how the UCC has shaped our
religious, social and political landscape. Honorees included
the late Rev. Dr. Joseph H. Evans (First Congregational
UCC/Sarasota and national UCC), Rev. Yvonne V. Delk,
Rev. Geoﬀrey Black and Rev. Dr. Bernice Powell Jackson
(First United Church of Tampa).

The United Church of Gainesville offered a discussion
on January 16 about Stanford University’s King Institute
and its curriculum to plan building MLK’s vision about a
“World House.”
Topics included actions the church could take to move
Gainesville toward a more diverse, inclusive and loving
World House. UCG members were invited to join the annual
Commemorative March on January 17 beginning at the MLK
Memorial Gardens.

In a January 17 e-blast to members of First Congregational Church/Winter Park, Minister of Worship & Education Rev. Dr. Sherie Lindamood shared
two of her favorite sermons that Dr. King preached.

The Black History Month kickoff at Pass-a-Grille
Beach Community UCC/St. Pete Beach began
with a showing of the movie “Amistad,” the extraordinary story of a mutiny aboard a slave ship heading
for America in 1839 and the events that followed all
the way to the U.S. Supreme Court.
The month’s observance concluded with a viewing
of “Running for His Life: The Lawrence Phillips
Story,” a documentary about a player’s decorated
college football career, whose legacy is one of an
athlete who reached the heights of glory only to fall
into a life of personal agony and violence.
In an e-blast to church members, Pastor Rev. Dr. Keith Haemmelmann recommended the following books to read
during Black History Month: South to America
by Imani Perry, Nice Racism by Robin DiAngelo,
A House Built by Slaves, by Jonathan White, The
Black Church: This is Our Story, This is Our Song by
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., The Warmth of Other Suns:
The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration by
Isabel Wilkerson and Stamped from the Beginning:
The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America
by Ibram X. Kendi.

Celebrating “Good Trouble” in Dunedin

T

he timing was opportune. With February as Black
History Month and March approaching as Women’s
History Month, Faith UCC/Dunedin chose to champion what the late civil rights leader and Congressman John
Lewis called “good trouble.” On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks
refused to give up her seat on a Montgomery, Alabama, bus
for a white passenger.
What Faith UCC had
decided to do was lift
up the memory of this
civil rights icon in a very
special way – and almost
on her birthday.
One aspect
of the mission of Faith
UCC is to be
a “radically
exciting spiritual voice”
for social justice. An all-congregation conversation
about living this out and demonstrating its commitment to social justice took place in February
2021. Among the suggestions was to recognize
the “righteous example” of the life, courage and
witness of Rosa Parks with a visual testament: the
creation of a Rosa Parks bench in the church’s butterfly garden. Thanks to a grant from the Florida Conference
and other donations, the project was able to proceed.
A gathering of some 125
people assembled for its dedication on Saturday afternoon,
February 5, a day after Rosa
Parks’ birthday. Present were
members and friends of Faith
UCC, local city officials and
members from Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church. After
introductory remarks by several church members involved
in the project, the bench was

revealed.
When
the original plan
to use an actual old bus seat
wasn’t going to work, church
member Jeff Ganiere (R), a
metal artist and inventor, created a replicate “work of art”
out of tulip wood enhanced
with green stain. Signage in
the garden explains the history
behind the bench, and one sign
contains a powerful poem written by church
member Wendy
Brand.
Rev. Mike MacMillan and Shiloh’s pastor
read aloud excerpts from Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr’s “I Have a Dream” speech with the audience
interjecting “I have a dream” at specified spots in
the reading. Choirs from both churches each sang
hymns, and all the gathered joined in concluding
the dedication with “Lift Every Voice and Sing.”
And this being a UCC event, it ended with the
enjoyment of an extensive spread of food.
The bench is available for people to come and sit and pray,
read, take pictures,
give thanks or “just
be” – and be reminded
that there are times
that call for “good
trouble.”
This article originally appeared in the
March 16 edition of
the Sunshine Connection, the Conference
weekly e-blast.

Time for Conversations...
Members of Good Samaritan Church/Pinellas Park
participated in the FAST rally
on March 7 and the follow-up
Nehemiah Action gathering
on March 28.

The United Church in Tallahassee shared with its members
information about the national
church’s campaign to boycott
Pillsbury products in support of
Palestinian human rights.

Spring Hill UCC
shared a Ted Talk on
February 22 in the
Sanctuary on “The
Need for a Moral Revival.”

25

Time for Conversations...
Led by the Green Christians, an Adult Education series at
Coral Gables Congregational UCC on three Sunday mornings explored the role of the Church in the ongoing climate
crisis and how our faith can be a grounding for our environmental action. There was a discussion of the book Cathedral
on Fire: A Church Handbook for the Climate Crisis by
Rev. Brooks
Berndt, the
UCC’s Minister for Environmental
Justice. He
joined the
group via
Zoom on one
of the classes. Also addressed were local opportunities for
climate action and how the church can be more involved
in environmental justice.
The church continued its work for justice through the annual PACT Network meeting on March 8 where members

The fifth annual Vigil for Gun
Violence Victims, sponsored
by the Brady United Chapter
of Sarasota, gathered Friday
evening, December 10, at First
Congregational UCC/Sarasota.
It was organized by church member Jim Crumel.

Members of Fort Myers Congregational UCC were encouraged to
join the Women’s March for Democracy rally, march and social justice
fair on March 19. The church’s Justice
Network held a briefing on Sunday
afternoon, January 23, where they
received updates on two Lee Interfaith for Empowerment (LIFE) issues:
affordable housing and brain health.
On January 31 the Fort Myers City
Council adopted an Affordable Housing Trust Fund ordinance that LIFE
had been pushing for three years.
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heard updates on pending issues and created their plan for
getting 200 of their members and friends to the Nehemiah
Action meeting on March 28.
Fian Moore Baker, his mother Kim and friend Wyatt
were in Tallahassee in mid-February as part of Equality
Florida’s campaign against the anti-LGBTQ legislation
under consideration. One legislator refused to meet with
them but Senator Shevrin Jones – the first openly gay
Black member in the
legislature – did meet
with them. In an eblast Pastor Rev. Dr.
Laurie Hafner provided church members with info about
the legislation being
debated and some
talking points for letters to the legislators.

Members and friends of First
Congregational UCC/Lake Helen were invited to be a part of the
1lth Hour Bell Ringing on Friday,
February 11, at 11am in front of the
church. Because scientists say that
this is the 1lth hour” for combating
climate change, houses of worship
around the country are sharing the
message about the pressing need
for climate action.
The church bells are rung for 11
minutes at the 1lth hour on the 1lth
day of the month.

The Christmas Eve collection of $800 at Lakewood UCC/St. Petersburg was earmarked for
the Creation Justice ministries of the church.

St. Andrew UCC/Sarasota
members and friends received
a social justice survey in the
mail in mid-February. The Missions and Outreach team wants
to know what social justice issues congregants are passionate
about and/or what issues they
want to explore. The results will
be used to plan for educational
and social action opportunities
for the year.

An e-blast to members
of Christ Congregational
Church/Miami provided
congregants with information, scripts and legislator
contact info involving the
anti-LGBTQ+ bills as well as
those banning the teaching the
history of racial injustice that
are before the state legislature..

H

Build It...

and they will come

ow great is it when a neighbor volunteers to clean up
your church playground?
Thanks to this friend, the weeds and
seedlings at Lakewood UCC/St.
Petersburg are gone, and the space is much more conducive
to child’s play.

Just in time for the busy
season at the United
Church of Marco Island,
its beautiful new parking
lot at the corner of Barfield
and Briarwood is now open
each Sunday morning for
the convenience of members and visitors. In the
meantime, attention is focused on Disseler Hall,
which
has been
showing
its age
in recent
years,
and will
be undergoing
renovations. In a
series of
“listening sessions” in February
of 2021, congregants offered numerous ideas for its
new vision. In addition, committees
and ministries at the
church shared their
hopes and dreams.
The Disseler Hall
Steering Committee
eventually arrived
at the vision by synthesizing a broad
spectrum of voices and opinions so as to best serve the interests
of the whole congregation. The project’s cost is projected to
be in the range of $1-1.5 million dollars, and the project will
be formally bid by commercial contractors.
A gazebo was gifted to the Church on the Hill Congregational UCC/Boca Raton, and after some bureaucratic hoopjumping it was moved to the campus’ south lawn where, after
some framing work and leveling, it will be a new venue for
outdoor events.

The Memorial Garden at
St. Andrew UCC/Sarasota
has taken a toll lately thanks
to tree roots and weather,
causing it to dip in some
places and rise up in others.
Now it has been smoothed
and leveled, thanks to the
laborers [pictured] who
removed all the bricks, set
down a new concrete base
and then carefully replaced
all the bricks.
Pilgrim Congregational UCC/St. Petersburg has installed a new digital sign on Central
Avenue in front
of the church.
The more visible
signage seems to
have improved the
church’s presence on the busy
thoroughfare,
resulting in a
few walk-ins as a
result.

Lifted up by God, encouraged and included
by one another.

Plymouth Congregational Church/Miami

Who We Say We Are

The brief text we use on our websites,
e-blasts and other communications
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Across Florida
I

n “Across Florida” our intent is to share with you what is happening at our
90+ churches throughout the state. It is obvious from these entries that there
is an exciting vibrancy evident within our congregations.

This energy is making a decisive difference in the lives of congregation members
and the communities in which they are located while also touching the lives of
strangers in far away places.
Through this sharing, you can learn about innovative ideas, creative outreach
and stimulating ministry, some of which might be adapatable within your own
congregation.
See something that catches your eye or brings a smile to your face? If an idea
sounds good and you’d like more information about what they’re doing, contact
that church.
We’ve singled out a few of these with the following bright ideas symbol
that you might want to let shine in your own church.

Worship at Church on the Hill Congregational UCC/Boca
Raton on February 6 was devoted to recognizing heroes of the
church with an opportunity afterwards on the patio to thank
them individually. And what was more appropriate at that
picnic but to enjoy hero sandwiches.
The United Church UCC-DoC/St. Augustine had a longdelayed yard sale on March 26, with the proceeds going to
enhancing the equipment needed for its musicians. The UCC
Women at North Port Community UCC held a rummage sale
on March 18. The rummage sale also returned to the United
Church of Gainesville on March 18-19 with $2,900 raised to
support the summer youth work tour.
The Green Team at First Congregational UCC/
Sarasota led the church through becoming a Creation Justice Church over the last year. Here are
some congregants with the new EcoJustice banner.
On January
23 Congregational
UCC/Punta
Gorda voted
to seek recognition
from the national UCC
as a Creation
J u s t i c e
Church. The
congregation
agreed to follow a covenant committing to a process of awareness and action to protect and save Creation.
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North Port Community UCC has a Memory Garden where
ashes of a loved one can be placed and their name inscribed
on a plaque that hangs in the Sanctuary on the garden wall.
The cost is $150 and the funds are used for the perpetual care
and upkeep of the garden. There are also two brick walkways
for members, friends and veterans in which a brick may be
purchased for $50 and have it placed in either the veteran
walkway or the member/friend walkway. The church held
its annual retreat, billed as a “faith builder” event, on March
24-26 at DaySpring in Ellenton. There was worship and study
time along with fellowship and opportunities for recreational
activities.
JupiterFIRST Church hosted its Spring Arts & Crafts Festival on Saturday, March 26, with artists, crafters, children’s
activities and a bake and plant sale.
Despite
the mist and
the rain on
the shortest
day/longest
night of the
year, seven
hearty souls
gathered to
explore the
themes of
light and
darkness at Lakewood UCC/St. Petersburg. There was illuminating conversation and wisdom about light and darkness.
By the time the discussion was over, the rain had dissipated
and the fire was still burning, so it was time for roasting
marshmallows.
First Congregational UCC/Lake Helen held two “talk
back” sessions on January 9 and 16 in the Parish House to
discuss future plans for the three church buildings and listen
to and discuss the challenges ahead for the church.
Spring Hill UCC raised over $4,000 from its December
Bazaar and Cookie Walk.
Pastor Rev. Dave Bucey of Fort Myers Congregational
UCC was featured on a January12 Fox 4 News segment to
discuss the church’s COVID policies as it is responding to the
continuously evolving impact of the virus.

Across Florida
church’s former Pastor Rev. Dr. Harold Brockus.
The United Church in Tallahassee donated $1,000 to the
local office of the International Rescue Committee, which
is also seeking gently used household items to help re-settle
150 Afghan refugees in the Tallahassee area.

UCC/Fort Lauderdale members Revs.Joel Slotnick and Dr.
Ken Orth along with George Paolucci and Drew Osborne
attended the December 1st annual gathering/candlelight walk
for World AIDS Day. It was the first walk in two years as
COVID postponed the 2020 walk. Rev. Joel was asked to say
the prayer before the walk.
Through the Rush Fund at the United Church of
Marco Island, free rides to church on Sunday mornings are available through a local transportation
company. Over at Sanibel Congregational UCC
rides are provided for those wishing transportation from the
Shell Point and Cypress Cove complexes. The church bus at
First Congregational UCC/Sarasota transports congregants
back-and-forth between Plymouth Harbor, a continuing care
retirement community.
The Beach Church/
Pensacola Beach provided the use of its facilities for a successful
fundraiser for the Pensacola Beach Elementary
School.
The Shared Scholar
Program at Sanibel Congregational UCC offered a lecture titled “Perennial Philosophy” on Sunday afternoon, January 30, by Rabbi Rami Shapiro. It was followed by a
seminar the next day that focused on interfaith cooperation and
relations. The Rabbi is the author of over 36 books on religion
and spirituality and is a contributing editor at Spirituality and
Health magazine and also hosts a bi-weekly podcast.

This joyous
occasion at First
Congregational
C h u rc h / O range City was
the baptism of
Ruby Bass, with
beaming parents
Taylor and Justin
Bass and Pastor
Rev. David Westcott.
The Benevolence Team at Faith UCC/Dunedin has recommended that the church make a monthly $500 donation
to MASH (Mainstream Adults Sharing Hope). MASH (a part
of the YMCA of the Suncoast) caters to Adults (18+) with
special needs (physical and cognitive) through activities
that encourage socializing, development of healthy habits
and activities that uplift the spirit through community involvement.
“That’s my story... and I’m sticking with it.” That was
the gist of a series of conversations held at First Congregational UCC/Sarasota for 90 minutes on four Thursday
afternoons both in-person and on Zoom. It was called
“Mapping Your Life” and was an opportunity to explore,
name and claim stories in one’s life. The particular foci of

Members and friends of Good Samaritan Church/Pinellas Park rang their new Shalom bell as they turned in their
pledges for 2022, a sign of their commitment to participate
in the mission of building beloved community. The bell was
gifted by the Brockus family in honor and memory of the
the narratives were about God, others and one’s self as participants strove to be more awake and aware of our stories.
The late Sunday afternoon Sunset Beach services resumed
at Pass-a-Grille Beach Community UCC/St. Pete Beach
in mid-January, taking advantage of the church’s worshipinducing location across the street from the Gulf beach.
First Congregational Church/Winter Park partnered
with three other churches for the Power of Partnership Day
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on Saturday,
February 26.
Participants
who signed
up were assigned a service project
site and details ahead
of time.
Athletics
have been
popular recently. Pickleball was on the agenda January 30 after worship at Plymouth Congregational Church/Miami. All
necessary equipment was supplied and there were also games of
cornhole, horseshoes and badminton plus a food truck. At Pass-aGrille Beach
Community
UCC/St.
Pete Beach
it was trained
Soccer Dogs
versus human competitors after
worship on
February 13.

DISCUSSIONS /SEMINARS/PRESENTATIONS WE’RE
HAVING...
Live or via Zoom, or other livestreaming
“Bread of Life: Religion In Ukrainian History,”
“Three Dollar Lessons: The Life of Leonard Bernstein,” “Peasant to Queen: Mary through
the Centuries” and “The Women of Genesis and
Exodus” (Sanibel Congregational UCC)
“Mary and Joseph,” “Zechariah and Elizabeth”
and “Angels and Shepherds” (First UCC/Orlando)
Gospel of Luke (St. Andrew UCC/Sarasota)
Tom Eastwood Speaker Series: “Gymnast ‘Mistreatment’ Abuse and FBI Failures”; British Intelligence; Russian Intelligence” and The Book of
Revelation (United Church of Marco Island)
“The History of Coconut Grove, Biscayne Bay and
Key Biscayne in the Late 19th Century” (Plymouth
Congregational Church/Miami)
“What’s Ripping American Families Apart?” “Russia and the Ukraine: Prelude to War?” “Martin Luther
King’s World House in a Changing Climate,” “Rev.
Andy Bachman: Sabbatical Reflections,” “Three
Days in Ireland,” “Happy New Year: Reviewing the
Past and Anticipating the Future” (United Church
of Gainesville)
The Gospel of Mark (UCC/Fort Lauderdale)

Hearts,

Hands & Hugs

Across the Waters
Coral Gables Congregational UCC received a thank you from
PRODEV/Haiti for its generous donation of $3,430. PRODEV is
a Haitian-led organization whose mission is to provide children
from disadvantaged communities access to quality and transformative child-centered education. In the aftermath of the August 2021
earthquake, PRODEV has been on the ground partnering with first
responders to distribute urgently needed supplies in the school communities it serves. The donation has helped the agency continue to
distribute back-to-school kits and bags to these students.
First Congregational Church/Lake Helen has voted to provide $33 each month to sponsor a young man, Ephesiens, at the
Be Like Brit Foundation in
Grand-Goave, Haiti. The
funds enable him to secure
proper nutrition, clothing,
hygiene and age-specific
programming.
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Recycling and composting seminar, “Mapping
Your Life: That’s MY Story” (First Congregational
UCC/Sarasota)
“Virtual Conversation with Rev. Neddy Astudillo
on Glasgow Environmental Summit” (First United
Church of Tampa)
“Why Suffering?” “Does Money Make People
Mean?” “A New World Map: Our Thinking about
Life and Faith,” “General Colin Powell: A Complicated Legacy to Ponder,” “Characters of the Cross,”
“Generosity and Sharing: What Do These Mean?”
“Renewal: A Time to Return,” “Biblical Foundations
for Social and Political Involvement” (Pass-a-Grille
Beach Community UCC/St. Pete Beach)
Gospel of Mark (Pilgrim UCC/Port Charlotte)
“Bible Basics” (The Beach Church/Pensacola
Beach)
The Books of Jonah and Job and “Faith and the
Questions Surrounding It” (Fort Myers Congregational UCC)
“Tending to Tomorrow: Last Wishes” (Faith UCC/
Dunedin)
“Resilience: The Biology of Stress & the Science
of Hope” (Coral Gables Congregational UCC)

Across Florida

LGBTQ

C

hrist Congregational UCC/Miami blessed its new
rainbow feather flag after worship on December 5, not
keeping a secret that the church is Open & Affirming.

St. Andrew UCC/Sarasota had a booth at the Sarasota
Pride Festival on Saturday afternoon, January 22, in downtown
Sarasota.
Emmanuel UCC/Sebring
has been added to the list
of Open & Affirming UCC
congregations.

identifying as heterosexual. “Straight” is an orientation so
he sees the potential for lots of lawsuits if such relationships
are discussed in schools. In a related matter, the church had a
“Community Conversation” on February 7 on LGBTQ+ issues
and identity with guest speaker Randy Vosburg, a Highlands
County Administrator serving since 2017.
The national UCC scheduled a presentation on January 13 titled
“Queerness & Disability: Showing up as our Full Selves.” To
many members of both the LGBTQ+ and disability communities, the intersection between queerness and disability may not
be obvious. But for people who identify as both queer and disabled, this particular intersectional identity can strongly inform
their understandings of self, others, and God. Queer, disabled
members of the UCC Disabilities Ministries Board discussed
invisible identities, self-discovery and living outside the box.

The South Florida Gay
News on February 1 contained an article about Rev.
Patrick Rogers and the
UCC/Fort Lauderdale
titled “Pastor of LGBTFriendly Church Perseveres
During COVID.”
A portion of the worship service at the United
Church of Gainesville on
January 16 was devoted to “The Story of Our Story,” documenting the congregation’s journey to becoming an ONA church.
The “Sunday Seminar” on February 13 focused on bringing
awareness to some proposed bills that were making their way
through the Florida House and Senate that pose a great threat
to the LGTQIA+ community. Postcards and call scripts were
provided for participants to use for contacting legislators.
The UCC/New Smyrna Beach notified its members of an
incident which occurred at its thrift store in January. An older
man had come into the church’s thrift store and talked to one
of the volunteers, saying he had noticed the rainbow flags and
wanted to meet gay men. The volunteer invited him to worship but explained that while the church had members from
the LGBTQ community, many others in the congregation
were simply allies. He asked what LGBTQ meant, and the
volunteer experienced that as a “red flag” because what gay
man would not recognize the term LGBTQ? Pastor Rev. Dr.
Diane Langworthy alerted church members in the e-blast since
the next day was Sunday worship. As it turned out, the Pastor
learned from a couple members that this person has a history
of visiting in the past and it was felt that he did not present a
concern for potential violence. As she noted in her message to
congregants, “This brings to mind the importance of keeping
communication open so that we can make good decisions both
in the heat of the moment and then later on, once things settle
and become more clear.”
Rev. George Miller (Emmanuel UCC/Sebring) had a Letter
to the Editor published in the March 16 Highlands News-Sun
regarding the passage in the Florida House of HB 1557, the
Parental Rights in Education bill. The point he makes is that
prohibiting the discussion or teaching of orientation in grades
1-3 does not just apply to gays and lesbians but also those

A Call to Action from
Rev. Tom Lacey

I

am taking some time Sunday, March 20, during
worship to talk about the Don’t Say Gay bill, to
explain why it’s, well, nefarious, perverse and
monstrous, then alert them to our call to action which will
take place after worship. We will contact Gov. DeSantis’
office, together, making calls or writing e-mails immediately after church in fellowship hall. Contact information
and a script will be provided to all who participate. I
include below the link to Equality Florida’s contact page
form. If used, it sets up a donor invitation e-mail form
with the user.
https://act.eqfl.org/a/veto-dont-say-gay
I encourage pastors to speak to this issue this Sunday,
to educate and raise awareness in our church, to offer
the possibility of giving voice to our position. I don’t
believe it’s too late, as Disney CEO Bob Chapek belatedly spoke out against it. Even if it is, silence ought not
be our position on this.
Sincerely,

Pastor Rev. Tom Lacey

Church on the Hill Congregational UCC/Boca Raton

(EDITORS NOTE: For a specific call/letter script, questions,
or further conversation, please e-mail Rev. Tom Lacey.)

Adapted from the 3-6 Sunshine Connection
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BOOKS WE’RE READING AND DISCUSSING TOGETHER...
Live or via Zoom, or other livestreaming

Dear Edward by Ann Napolitano and The Invention of
Nature: Alexander von HumBoldt’s New World by Andrea
Wulf (Plymouth Congregational Church/Miami)
The Lacuna by Barbara Kingsolver and A Long Walk
to Water by Linda Sue Parks (First Congregational UCC/
Winter Park)
The Reading List by Sara Nisha Adams (First Congregational UCC/Lake Helen)
The Naked Now by Richard Rohr (First United Church
of Tampa)
The Last Thing He Told Me by Laura Dave (Christ Congregational Church/Miami)
Being Mortal: Illness, Medicine, and What Matters in the
End by Atul Gawande, The Book of Longings: A Novel by
Sue Monk Kidd, Why Fish Don’t Exist: Loss, Love and the
Hidden Order of Life by Lulu Miller and Beautiful Ruins by
Jess Walters (Naples UCC)
You’ll Never Guess What Happened to Lacey by Amber
Ruffinn and Lacey Lamar (First Congregational UCC/
Sarasota)
The Book of Longings: A Novel by Sue Monk Kidd
(United Church UCC-DoC/St. Augustine)
Just Mercy, by Bryan Stevenson (St. Andrew UCC/
Sarasota)
What Storm What Thunder by Myriam J. A. Chancy,
Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro and Milcah by
Alcita Brown (Church on the Hill Congregational UCC/
Boca Raton)
  A Family Guide to Conversations about Memory Loss,

Dementia & Caregiving by Nancy L. Mace and Peter V.
Rabins, Braiding Sweet Grass by Robin W. Kimmerer,
The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek by Kim Michele
Richardson, All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr,
High Conflict: Why We Get Trapped and How We Get Out
by Amanda Ripley, The Splendid and the Vile by Erik Larson, Saving Us by Katharine Hayhoe and The Hidden Life
of Trees by Peter Wohleden (Sanibel Congregational UCC)
When Bad Things Happen to Good People by Rabbi
Harold Kushner, The Difficult Words of Jesus: A Beginners
Guide to His Most Perplexing Teachings by Dr. Amy-Jill
Levine (Faith UCC/Dunedin)
The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper by Phaedra Patrick
and Night of Miracles by Elizabeth Berg (Pilgrim UCC/
Port Charlotte)
What Happened to You? Conversations on Trauma,
Resilience and Healing by Bruce D. Perry and Oprah
Winfrey and Process Theology: Embracing Adventure
with God and Process Theology and Celtic Wisdom by
Rev. Bruce Epperly (Coral Gables Congregational UCC)
Breathing Under Water by Richard Rohr and Does the
Bible Tell Me So? by Margaret Nutting Ralph (UCC/New
Smyrna Beach)
The Bible You Didn’t Know You Could Believe In by Dr.
Jeff Frantz (Spring Hill UCC)
Praying with Our Feet by Lindsey Krinks (Eternal Hope
UCC/Fort Walton Beach)
The Kindest Lies by Nancy Johnson, The Henna Artist by
Alka Joshi, Leave the World Behind by Alam Rumaan and
Stepping Forward: A Positive, Practical Path to Transform
Our Communities and Our Lives by Richard Harwood
(Hope UCC/Rockledge)

Sanibel Pastor Publishes Christmas Eve Stories
Collection
Rev. Dr. John Danner’s Christmas Eve stories have long resonated with
congregations in the UCC from New York to Florida. Currently senior pastor
at Sanibel Congregational UCC, his recently
published collection, Angels Dancing on the
Roof, offers up tales of diverse folks ranging
from a young single mother struggling to make
ends meet amidst prejudice, to an agnostic
physician in Vermont piecing together the
puzzle of life.
Maren Tirabassi, well known to folks in the
UCC, writes “Every Christmas is some baby’s
first, and every John Danner story reminds of
such a Christmas.” Eleven stories in all, 10
for Christmas and one for Hanukkah, make
up the collection. The book is available on
Amazon here.
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S

everal churches have
had book sales – utilizing
donations given by members and
friends as well as copies from the
church library.
This includes First Congregational Church/Winter Park
(March 12), which had a Festival
(featuring author panels) and a
fundraiser sale of gently read
books. Sanibel Congregational
UCC had its sale in February and
Pass-a-Grille Beach Community
UCC/St. Pete Beach in January.

Across Florida
Banned Books: Get ‘em While You Can
Faith UCC/Dunedin observes that with the sudden rise in
our nation of school districts banning more and more books
that speak to issues around race/racism, gender, immigration,
LGBT identity and more topics under the “we don’t want to
see reality because it might make someone uncomfortable”
umbrella, the time seemed right to start a regular newsletter piece about “banned books.” So the church is calling it
Banned Book of the Week. Pastor Rev. Mike MacMillan urges his congregants to check back often and if anyone knows
of a good banned book to send him
note. And if anyone wants to donate
a banned book to the church for a
special
library
offeri n g ,
such a
gift is
welcomed.

Books that have made
the list thus far are Woke: A
Young Poet’s Call to Justice
by Mahogany L. Brown, The
House on Mango Street by
Sandra Cisneros, The Kite
Runner by Khaled Hosseini
and New Kid by Jerry Craft.

Outreach by the UCC/Fort Lauderdale
to Those in Need

T

he Imperial
Sun Court of
All Florida
recently held a yard
sale at the UCC/Fort
Lauderdale, which
raised over $1,000
for the congregation’s Ruth Ministry
outreach program.
The Little Piggy
bank resides in the
church lobby as the
Change4Change fundraiser for the Ruth
Ministry. It recently
raised close to $400
in just a few weeks. The ministry
serves the homeless and those in
need in multiple ways in addition to
its weekly hot meal offering.
Bikes that had been abandoned
by condo owners who sold their
units and moved were given to
Ruth Ministry for its guests who
are in need of transportation. [The

Being Church

United Church of Gainesville had a bicycle maintenance
workshop. Too bad they didn’t travel down to Fort Lauderdale
and help out.]

At the end of January during
the cold snap, the church partnered with Broward County
to provide overnight warm
sleeping accommodations for
those who would otherwise be
sleeping on the streets. Sixteen
people took advantage of this
hospitality.
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Disaster Response & Recovery

Rev. Alan Coe, Mayflower UCC/Naples
Coordinator,
Disaster Response & Recovery Ministry

Disaster Response Ministry
Update

I

n early February the Florida Emergency Preparedness
Association (FEPA) held its annual meeting in person at
the Hilton Sandeston Resort in Miramar. I represent the
UCC Disaster Ministry and Florida VOAD at FEPA and also
serve as Chaplain of FEPA. At the annual meeting one of the
keynote speakers was FEMA Administrator Deanne Criswell.
While she was in Florida, she toured the Mexico Beach area
that was hard hit by Hurricane Michael to see the progress of
recovery efforts. Administrator Criswell gave the audience an
update of the work FEMA is doing currently and what it would
like to do in the future. In her talk, she mentioned something
I said during my invocation that morning about continuing to
learn from disasters to make recovery efforts more effective.
One important thing to note is the budget for FEMA has been
reduced in recent years and the number of and scope of disasters
is heading in the opposite direction.
Recovery efforts in the Panhandle are ongoing, and it will
take time for everyone to recover. As with the majority of
disasters, once it is out of the news cycle the interest wanes
and recovery dollars and volunteer effort slow down. The
pandemic put a halt to volunteer groups for a time but now
volunteer groups are returning to travel to do work trips. For
more information about UCC Disaster Response Ministry and
the scope of the ministry go to” https://www.ucc.org/what-wedo/wider-church-ministries/global-hope/disaster/
Tornados in the Fort Myers area made the news recently. One
of the six tornados that developed in Lee and Collier Counties
damaged several homes in one area. The state applied for Individual Assistance from FEMA and it was not approved for this
tornado. While some see that as upsetting, there are rules when
FEMA responds and how they respond. Any disaster begins at
the local level. If it is large enough, the local authorities reach
to a regional level and then a state level. Should the damage
be greater than state resources are able to handle, then it is up
to the state to reach out for federal assistance. This process
happens rather quickly as emergency managers are always
closely monitoring damage after an event. The decision can
be appealed and in the case of the tornado in Fort Myers the
decision is being appealed.
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The work I did post-Katrina in New Orleans allowed me the
opportunity to work with FEMA Voluntary Agency Liaisons
(VALs). On different occasions they would ask me to go visit
a house and meet a homeowner to do an initial assessment of
the situation and report back to them. It was not in their job
description to do home visits and assess damage. With every
agency in disaster work there are rules that employees and
volunteers have to abide by. It makes the recovery and response
efforts go more smoothly for all concerned.
Hurricane season will soon be here. It is time to think about
your plans and what may need updating to your plan. One thing
I have to do is make sure my generator is in good working order.
I am assuming that you do have a plan
in place. If not, there are several ways
to develop a plan. One comprehensive
website to help you is ready.gov. You
could also wait until May when the
Florida specific information is available in local stores — but why wait?
Regarding volunteer opportunity, it would be wonderful if the
Florida Conference could have one person from each church
(or at least regionally) be a point of contact with me and the
Conference office in case of a disaster. It is often better that this
be a church member and not the pastor as the pastor will have
enough to do in a time of disaster. I can help you get connected
to local agencies and resources in that work in disaster response
in the event of a disaster. There are opportunities to serve on a
local level as well, for example on a long-term recovery group
that works to help connect people affected by disasters with
resources to help them recover. If you are interested in becoming involved, please send me an e-mail at acoe@uccfla.org.

Disaster
When Disaster Strikes: Faith Communities Responding with
Equity and Justice

O

n February 9, the national UCC shared a webinar
about faith communities often being on the frontlines
of responding to climate-related disasters. More than a spirit
of goodwill is required to
effectively respond and
minister in such critically
important times. Because
disasters often expose,
widen and exacerbate the
gaps of pre-existing disparities, it is essential that
communities of faith prioritize and hold fast in their
commitments to equity
and justice. This webinar
was designed to equip
faith communities with the
knowledge and awareness

The Insurance Board’s Legal
Helpline

required to act in accordance with our values.
The featured speakers were: Marcus T. Coleman, Jr. (Director
of the DHS Center for Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships, Office of the FEMA
Administrator), Marcie
Roth (Executive Director
and CEO for the World
Institute on Disability) and
Rev. Fred Meade (Senior
Instructor for the National
Disaster Interfaiths Network). If you missed the
webinar at its scheduled
time, contact the national
UCC office.

Opportunities

The Helpline service is provided by the Insurance
Board free of charge. When a referral is made for an IB
insured or potentially insurable entity, the Conference
Minister or other appropriate Judicatory Officer for that
Conference or jurisdiction will also be notified. Basic
data collected from the inquiries to the Helpline will be
routinely shared with IB management. Inquirers are under
no obligation to use the services of any local attorney to
whom they may be referred.
The Helpline is an information sharing service and is
not intended as a substitute for legal services. It is undertaken by the IB in an effort to expand services to its
program participants and increase the value of insuring
through the
UCC Insurance
Association.

Keeping Your Church
Safe
The Insurance Board produced a webcast
full of valuable information for keeping your
church safe. Howard Sewell, IB member and
retired insurance risk manager, offered suggestions on how to mitigate loss based upon
inspection findings, as well as discussing the
major loss drivers for churches. Contact the
IB if you missed this and would like more
information.
https://www.insuranceboard.org/conductingchurch-safety.../
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While the 3 Great Loves initiative is no longer
an active focus of the national church, Celebrate Florida will continue to raise up what our
local congregations are doing on behalf of

Creation, Children and Neighbors

Keep your 3 Great Loves stories coming to us at
rickcarson1@gmail.com.

The Christmas Eve offering at Lakewood UCC/St. Petersburg went to support the Creation Justice ministries of
the church. There are several projects under consideration
including reforesting part of the church property, signs for the
electric vehicle station and installing solar panels. Caring for
the Earth is a priority ministry of LUCC, and the offering will
help the church increase its greening initiatives.

“It’s a beautiful day in
the neighborhood” would
be a perfect way to describe
the Gulf Gate Community
Association’s block party
held on the grounds of St.
Andrew UCC/Sarasota on
Saturday, December 4. There was a band, food trucks, bake
sales, raffles, games for children, crafts, face-painting and a fire
engine for the kids to explore. In addition, there were exhibits
by the Gulf Gate Library, the Sarasota County Sheriff’s Department and Christmas decoration sales. The church had its own
table where it shared the story of the church and handed out
brochures, pencils and its patented bracelets. Proceeds from
the event were donated to the All Faiths Food Bank, one of St.
Andrew’s missions. “It was the best day and we cannot thank
the good people of St. Andrew enough to allow us to host the
event. We raised quite a tidy sum for All Faiths Food Bank...”
said Kathy Butler and the Board of GGCA. In a thank you letter
to the church, a $400 donation was included “to help support
one of your missions.”
Thursday morning, January 20, was the time for a Zoom
gathering of all the member congregations of Together—A Way
Forward, an environmental interfaith initiative on Sanibel and
Captiva that includes Sanibel Congregational UCC. There was
a brief history of Together and an opening exercise envisioning
harmony between faith groups and with the earth followed by a
PowerPoint presentation of activities over the past seven years.
Questions were entertained and well as
ideas and reflections about the group
might go forward.
The UCC/Fort Lauderdale sponsors a neighborhood street in support
of the community by conducting
street cleaning each quarter. Here’s a
recent volunteer crew: Bonnie Nichols, Kathy Brodeur, Robert Alvey
and William Morton.
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Plymouth Congregational Church/Miami is seeking volunteers (18 years and older) to help teach basic reading skills
to Coconut Grove children. This after-school program is taking
place for two afternoon hours on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays at Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church. Church
volunteers will work with students individually or in groups
of two or three.
The Faith UCC/Dunedin Benevolence Committee directed
its January donation of $500 to the Girls and Boys Club of the
Suncoast.
The United Church in Tallahassee has donated $1,000 to
the local office of the International Rescue Committee, which
is also seeking gently used household items to help re-settle
150 Afghan refugees in the area.
The Green Team at First Congregational UCC/Sarasota held a recycling and composting seminar on Thursday
afternoon, February 17. Speakers included staff from local
solid waste, recycling and composting agencies. On Saturday

afternoon, January 29, Sanibel Congregational UCC held
its fifth annual electronics recycling pickup. The devices that
work were given to Komputers for Kids with the rest given
to E-Scrape, which does not send anything to other countries
or to landfills (where toxic heavy metals can leach into the
air and water). The only electronics that were not accepted
were glass-screen CRT televisions and monitors, LED and
LCD televisions, printers and copiers. Lakewood UCC/St.

3 Great Loves
to steady itself, many of us are left with stories — stories of
loved ones lost, of families divided, of unceasing loneliness
and much much more. GROW hosted three story sessions in
order to provide a place to share and begin healing. Church
members who have stories they wanted to share signed up with
Community Minister Brooks Applegate.

Petersburg has an on-going program collecting used inkjet
cartridges. They are sent to a recycler with the church receiving payment. Spring Hill UCC also collects used print
cartridges for recycling. Coral Gables Congregational UCC
is collecting basic household batteries, which can be recycled.
A fundraiser for the Food4Kids program at Rawlings Elementary School was held by the United Church of Gainesville
at the Cypress & Grove Brewery on Friday evening, February
18. A special “Apples of Our Eyes” beer was brewed just for
the occasion. Music was provided by the Jazz Bandits and
Hogtown Pickers.
Starting December 5 GROW at Fort Myers Congregational
UCC began its COVID-19 “The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly
series.” COVID-19 has affected everyone these past two years
and continues to affect all of us. And while the world attempts

Spring Hill UCC had a special worship service on March 27,
named “Social Worker Appreciation Sunday,” to celebrate and
bless the work that such persons perform. Each social worker
received a gift bag at a reception following the service.
The Spirit Keepers intergenerational men’s group
at First Congregational
Church/Winter Park had
as a recent task assembling
and painting five Little Free
Libraries in conjunction with
a local philanthropic book
project.

3 Great Loves continued on next page

The Church by the Sea/Bal Harbour recruited volunteers to participate in the Habitat
for Humanity Greater Miami Blitz Build 2022
on February 26. The task was working on landscaping a new home in South Dade County.
Coral Gables Congregational UCC had
participants on two dates (February 17 and 19)
to do install drywall and paint. Volunteers from
Pilgrim UCC/Port Charlotte participated in
a Habitat “paint party” on Saturday, March 12.
On March 23, the United Church of Marco Island had a “field
trip” tour of Habitat’s impact in Collier County. Interested members
of the United Church of Gainesville
were able to see the dedication on March
9 of a Habitat house on which church
members had been involved. A member
of the church had made the whole house
donation to cover its costs and insisted it
be built in the name of the church.
Naples UCC was involved in an ongoing project at the Whitaker Woods
project in Naples on December 11, January 8 and February 5. The next day, the
Women’s Fellowship at the church had
is annual bake sale after Sunday worship
with the proceeds supporting a Habitat
home and the Women’s Fellowship
matching what was raised.

Blood is a commodity that is always in demand and our churches regularly participate in
providing donation opportunities with the Big
Red Bus and other agencies for their members
and the larger community.
This was recently the case at Coral Gables
Congregational UCC (Sunday, January 16 and
March 27), Pass-a-Grille Beach Community
UCC/St. Pete Beach (Sunday, January 16 and
March 20), Hope UCC/Rockledge (Saturday
February 19), Plymouth Congregational
Church/Miami (Sunday March 27) and the
United Church of Gainesville (Sunday, February 27).
The blood drive at Naples UCC (Friday,
February 11) collected 22 units of blood, which
translates into 66 lives saved.
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Collecting Hygiene
Supplies for Those In Need

D

uring the month of November, Coral Gables
Congregational UCC collected 197 full size
tubes of toothpaste and 494 toothbrushes, which
were donated to the Lotus House Homeless Shelter. In February the collection was for full-size bottles of shampoo
and March sanitary pads were collected. In January the
United Church of Marco Island issued a
call for toothbrushes, toothpaste and dental
floss that were made available for the Our
Daily Bread Food Pantry on Marco Island.
By February 521 toothbrushes (76 for children and 445 for adults) had been collected
plus 374 tubes of toothpaste and 106 holders
of dental floss.
The Compassion-In-Action Committee
at the United Church of Gainesville has
invited church members to provide items for its “Gift Bags for
the Homeless” project on Sunday, February 27, and provided
a list of suggested items. The collection will go to those who
are served by GRACE Marketplace and St. Francis House. In
March the Compassion in Action Committee invited church
members to provide items for the “To Replenish Everyday Essentials (TREE)” project for people living with HIV.  Requested
donations are products that cannot be purchased with food
stamps but are particularly important for people with HIV. At
North Port Community UCC food and other necessities are
collected for the local Salvation Army. As February was coming
to an end the most urgent needs were for water bottles, baby
food, diapers, toothpaste, oral hygiene items and laundry soap.
Women on a Faith Journey at Pass-a-Grille Beach Community UCC/St. Pete Beach sponsored a diaper drive during the

month of March
to benefit Daystar Life Center.
Lakewood
UCC/St. Petersburg has
been called
upon to assist Celebrate Outreach, a local
ministry with people living without shelter
which serves an average of 135 people each
week. The request is to collect toiletries that
are distributed with the meals the agency provides on Saturdays and Sundays. The need is
for toothbrushes and toothpaste, disposable
razors, bar soap, wash cloths, deodorant,
feminine hygiene items, shampoo, body
wash, individual packets of Kleenex, hand wipes, toilet tissue
and paper towels. The Beach Church/Pensacola Beach donated 33 pounds of non-perishable food and personal hygiene
items (soap, shampoo, dental care products, etc.) to Interfaith
Ministries for the month of January.
Members of St. Andrew UCC/Sarasota are providing
meals on a rotating basis with other churches to Francis House,
Family Promise’s home
for pregnant mothers and
their children. The family they are serving is a
mother and her 10 year
old son. On the weekend
of March 12 they provided
a meal that included a main
dish, veggies
and desert. The
church stepped
up to bring the
family some
items to enjoy
after the newest resident’s birth. As you can guess
from the picture, big brother likes sports but they also
bought diapers, onesies and baby essentials, while
gifting mom with a lavender body cream.

“We Are All Ukrainians”
see pages 12 - 13

Many of these items, so necessary for daily hygiene, are not covered by food stamps.
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Being Church
The Little Church That Could... and Did

Sermon Series

Coral Gables Congregational
UCC
(Advent)
Close to Home
Homesick
Laying the Foundation
A Home for All
Seeking Sanctuary
United Church of Gainesville
(January)
Poets and Prophets
(February)
Between You and Me
(Lent)
Broken Heroes
United Church UCC/DoC/
St. Augustine
(Epiphany)
Earth, Wind, Fire, Water
(Lent)
From the Bottom Up and From the
Outside In
First Congregational UCC/
Sarasota
(February)
Wade in the Water
St. Andrew UCC/Sarasota
(Lent)
Questions for Jesus
Aren’t There Always Opportune
Times?
Who’s a Fox? What Are We?
Who Deserves What?
Who’s the Prodigal? How Many
Lost Sons?
Why Are There Always Poor
People?
UCC/Fort Lauderdale
(Lent)
Remembrance and Reflection

by Rev. Jerry Jones (member, Spring Hill UCC)
t all began with a congregation’s sound statement of faith alongside some
creative financing. With the congregation’s unanimous approval, the Spring
Hill UCC (SHUCC) borrowed from restricted funds and spent $37,000 to
replace an aging roof on the Sanctuary. A church that is timid about its future
does not spend so boldly. There was no uncertainty, not a glimmer of decent and
no indecision. The congregation of approximately 160 members boldly prepared
for a promising future.
Just six weeks later, a violet storm with up to 70mph winds, dislocated the Sanctuary’s steeple. The result was a flooded place of worship and complicated by a nearly
overnight crop of mold. Our traditional worship space was now unsafe and had to be
abandoned. Sunday
worship moved to
Fellowship Hall, as
church leadership
began a nearly two
year conversation
with the insurance
provider for a damages settlement.
Our much smaller Fellowship Hall served our needs until COVID changed our plans in early 2020.
The limited space could not accommodate any semblance of social distancing. We
were certain the pandemic would soon pass, an insurance settlement would be in
hand and the interior of our Sanctuary would be refurbished by Easter. Holy Week
2020, came and went as we pressed on with virtual worship. Digital worship was
unsatisfying to some, an untested medium for most and unappealing to many in
the congregation. Added to SHUCC’s challenges, two unexpected pastoral transitions would take place during this time of crisis.
During this time an electrical panel failed as well as three a/c units had to be
replaced (air conditioning is vital to life in Florida). The congregation that had
so bravely and boldly stepped out in faith only months before now was awash on
uncertain seas. Seemingly, it was a time of one dilemma piled upon another. One
had to ask, “What plague comes next? Locusts or rats?”
Somehow we weathered the storm. COVID ebbed; strict re-gathering protocols
were set. Pulpit supply and pastoral care duties were assumed by a seminary student
and two SHUCC members who are retired pastors. After many months of legal
wrangling, a settlement was reached with the insurance provider. Contractors, who
had been on pause waiting for our settlement, were now able to begin restoration
to the sanctuary. Of course, during the long wait for our settlement the cost of
materials had gone up significantly. On November 21, 2021, some 29 months after
we abandoned the flooded and mold-ridden Sanctuary, we were able to reassemble
in a spirit of joy and gratitude. Our passing through this tough time coincidently
came to a close in the season of Thanksgiving.
Today a new enthusiasm prevails. Many traditional ministries have been freshened, reconsidered and restarted. A
startup food pantry that serves upward to 150 people twice
monthly is a centerpiece of SHUCC’s revitalized presence
in the greater community. The once-vibrant ministry that
passed through a difficult passage is once again making
a difference in the lives of many. Spring Hill UCC has a
new story to tell. God is in the moment. God is not limited
to great achievements of the past, nor is God only seen in
a hopeful future. For people of faith, God is in the present
moment no matter what that moment might bring.

I
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Youth Ministries

O

Youth Around the State

n the January 29-30 weekend, Senior High youth of
WAVE at Pass-a-Grille Beach Community UCC/St.
Pete Beach were once again able to go on a beloved
winter retreat! The theme was “Let your faith be bigger than
your fear.” They had many in-depth conversations, laughter,
meaningful sharing and fun. One of the most important parts
of this retreat was teambuilding as they prepared for their work
camp to Ireland. This year they had to work as a team to bounce

and switch
from ballto-ball
without
error. After much
trial and
error, frustration and
encouragement,
laughter and sweat, they did it and were so proud of themselves.
At the end of the retreat they donned green shirts, which they’ll
be wearing during their mission trip to Ireland in June to work
with the homeless.
The Youth United Annual Chili Lunch was back at the United
Church of Gainesville, held after worship on December 5 to
help support the UCG youth’s summer Work Tour. Attendees
were encouraged to bring muffin tins if they wanted to taste
many different chilis but bowls were provided. Servings included cornbread, brats, dogs (meat-eater and vegan friendly)
and desserts. Seating was both outdoors and spaced out indoors;
masked and gloved youth served as guests passed through the
line.
Spring Hill UCC hosted 15 teens and four adults from the
United Church of Gainesville on the weekend of February
19. They cleaned up around the church campus, helped at the
Loaves and Fishes food pantry and served and assisted with
clean-up at the We Love You Banquet Saturday night.

40  

The High School/Middle School Missions Project at the
Church on the Hill Congregational UCC/Boca Raton had
a very successful Advent drive. They collected $488, which
was three times what they had as a goal, which enabled them
to purchase three of each: soccer balls, bed mosquito nets, fruit
trees, literacy classes, art therapy gifts, sets of storybooks and
months of groceries. Enough was left to purchase at home water
filters for two families. The recipient agencies were Church
World Service, Heifer International, Kids Alive International
and Food for the Poor.

Sunday School children and youth at Coral Gables Congregational UCC are supporting Lotus House Homeless Shelter
in Overtown and every month are collecting a different item
that the women, children or LGBT youth need. For example,
in January deodorant was collected. For several Sundays
beginning in mid-March, 8th to 12th graders participated in
a special class addressing issues of stress and distress. The
curriculum is a product of the Jordan Porco Foundation for
suicide prevention.
February 27 was Youth Sunday at Church by the Sea/Bal
Harbour at which the youth led worship, offering their insights
and faith experienced during the pandemic.
Youth at Union Congregational UCC/West Palm Beach enjoyed an afternoon of fellowship at the beach on Sunday, March
20, with hot dogs and burgers, volleyball, games and music.
After class on February 27 at the United Church of Marco
Island, the oldest students worked on a blanket to donate to the
Golisano Children’s Hospital in Naples. Throughout the month
of March a total of nine blankets were made for the hospital.

s
KidCorner

T

he Sunday School classes at the United Church of
Marco Island in January were dedicated to learning
the Ten Commandments.

Pastor Rev. Megan Smith led a Zoom discussion at Coral
Gables Congregational UCC based on UnSelfie: Why Empathetic Kids Succeed in Our All-About-Me World by Michele
Borba. The book has been hailed as “an absolute must-read”
that “will change your kids’ lives.” The book explains what
parents
and educators
must do
to combat the
growing
empathy
crisis
among
children
today—including a nine-step empathy-building program
with tips to guide kids from birth through college and
beyond.
Wacky Wednesday has resumed
on Wednesday
afternoons at Naples UCC. This is
a free, afterschool
program with music, faith stories, crafts, games and fun. Involvement includes participation in the Children’s Choir.

Opportunities
Essentials of Child Care
As the Christmas holidays approached, most churches expected an increase in attendance – especially with visitors. Keep
your congregation, visitors and their children safe by making sure you have a
plan for childcare
in case of an emergency. Guidance
from the Insurance
Board http://insuranceboard.org/
essentials-of-childcare.../

OWL Resource
The national UCC offered a webinar on February 2 for a
new OWL resource “Under Your Wing,” a video series for
parents and caregivers of young children.

A Children’s Art Camp was held on Saturday, February 26,
at Pass-a-Grille Beach Community UCC/St. Pete Beach
that featured Al Nye, the Magic Guy. It was a day of balloon
art, painting and creating for kiddos ages 4 through 6th grade.

... to unsplash www.unsplash.com and its talented artists and photographers for the many generic photos and images used in this issue.
We appreciate the generosity of this
free service.

41

Christmas
2021

2021

The Miami Gay
Men’s Chorus
presented delightful holiday
concerts at the
UCC/Fort Lauderdale (L) and
Coral Gables
Congregational
UCC (R)

At the youth Christmas service at Church on the
Hill Congregational UCC/Boca Raton, there was
a celebration for the Middle School/High School
Missions Advent Giving collection of $488, more than
three times what was asked. With the collection they were
able to three of each: soccer balls, bed mosquito nets, fruit
trees, literacy classes, art therapy gifts, sets of storybooks
and months of groceries. With a few leftover dollars they
purchased at home water filters for two families.
The Care Team at
Lakewood UCC/St.
Petersburg visited
some of the homebound members of
the church family on
Sunday, December
19, following worship
Congregants at Trinity UCC/St. Petersburg

42  

What happens when kids
show up to perform a traditional Christmas Pageant…
in their Halloween costumes?! That’s what happened in a contemporary
spin on a traditional nativity
play at Fort Myers Congregational UCC during worship on December 19. The
pageant connected Biblical
figures with modern day superheroes, villains and more

D

ue to the new publishing schedule for Celebrate Florida, there
was no usual February/March issue, which would have included a comprehensive overview of how our Florida churches
celebrated Christmas Eve and the weeks leading up to it (a more comprehensive summary of Advent season activities may be found in the
December/January edition).
Because Christmas now seems so long ago, we’ll only touch on some
of what took place in our congregations. Maybe you’ll get some ideas
for Christmas 2022, which is only a few months away!

On Saturday, December 18, First UCC/Orlando hosted a potluck and Christmas
ornament exchange with members of the Community Christian Church

The December 14 Holiday SingAlong at Spring Hill UCC was a
time of great joy as the 4th and
5th grade chorus from Spring Hill
Elementary began their 30 minute
program of Christmas songs and
carols

The 11pm Christmas Eve service at St. Andrew UCC/Sarasota
was an intimate, quiet service centering around Communion,
gathering with reverent hush around the manger and singing
beloved carols

This year’s “Box of Joy”
event at the Beach Church/
Pensacola Beach realized approximately $2,535 in Christmas presents for 39 Navy
Point Elementary School
youth

After an early December worship service, congregants at Faith UCC/Dunedin shared a potluck
meal at the church’s first annual holiday party,
festively reconnecting with one another and welcoming the newest members who have joined the
church in the past year and a half
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