\IITAL SIGN_

«Jnvestlgatmg questlons of |mportahce
forthe’ United Church of Chnst... Y
hrough research ahd stat:stics

B
/

!

‘Wl h e . ' b i
V-/,. P 3 £ § \."\

Home  How to Share Content / Copyright Notice ~ About  Archived Posts

Accessing Community Data with
the ARDA, an Introduction

penceducc

Contributed by: Evan Pence, Research Analyst, Center for Analytics, Research & Development and Data (CARDD)

In lieu of a standard blog post this week, | thought | would do something a little different: introduce readers to a favorite data
tool of mine. The community profile builder is a data access tool operated by the Association of Religion Data Archives
(ARDA), the largest publicly available collection of religious data and a hub for up-to-date research on US and World religion.
In contrast to many data resources, however, the ARDA has made detailed information relatively easy for the non-specialist to
access. The profile builder is a great example of this. Simply type in a zip code and select a map location/search radius, and
one can access a host of data useful for church planning or simply learning more about your neighborhood. Yet it isn’t
something that those outside the world of church data would necessarily hear about (though longtime readers may recall a
post on the ARDA’'s maps from way back in 2013).

The profile builder draws primarily on the US Census American Communities Survey and the US Religion Census, a once-
per-decade census conducted by the Association of Statisticians of American Religious Bodies (an organization whose sitting
president happens to be CARDD director Erica Dollhopf). The data primarily fall into the following categories:

Congregations Listed in the Selected Region

The 5 Largest Religious Groups in the County

The 5 Biggest Religious Group Changes in the County
Housing, Income, and Employment trends

Gender and Age Demographics

Educational Attainment and School Enrollment

Family Structure and Marital Status Data

Information on Race/Ethnicity, Languages, and National Origin

To illustrate, let’s take a look at the neighborhoods immediately surrounding the UCC national offices in Cleveland. We start
by going to the landing page and inputting the zip code for downtown Cleveland, 44114.
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Community Profile Builder

This tool assists church and community leaders in accessing free online information about their communities. The initial map shows the location
of other churches in your area and the Community Profile Builder provides you with social, economic, and religious information on the community
or neighborhoods you select.

Enter a ZIP code, city and state, or complete address and press Enter or click Create Profile button:
44114

Community Profile Builder Overview Guide
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Hitting “enter” takes us to a page like this:
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3) Click on map to select
center point for the radius

4) Click Profile to view
information about this area
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At this point, things look pretty cluttered—there are a lot of churches in the areal Zooming in, though, we can make out the
office’s 91" street location. From here, we simply input the mile radius we’d like (the default is 2) and click the precise location
we want to center on in the map.
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This zooms us back out to view all the census block groups touched by our radius, where we click the “profile” button and
find our results:

INTERACTIVE GIS MAPS

“ARDA

Association of Religion Data Archives

FIND

Pl 44114 GO
CITY/STATE “SONRISE MINISROIE

NEW COVENAN T
THEE DAYSPRING! HOLINE.
PIL GRIM CHURCH OF CHRIST s 10\
CENTRAL.CHRISTIAN CRURCR | x Av
. c);l:.:,::-fskssrrmgf"Z "'AR"&” Community Profile
LEE MEMORIAL AMP % COMMUNIPO.GROVE PAR
CHURCH OF CHRIST CHUR%ELIOI %05951_ CHAPEL
dLEVELAND, CHURCH OF CHRIS

1) Enter a zip code or

city/state above and click Go
ST PHILOMENA CHUIQ:
NORTHEAST CHURCH oF&0D

ST wgus chyRcH %, 8MA§JIDQL&%? °
(OCHRISTIAN CTR Ve :
w DIRECTION CHURgH (BETH-EL AMEZION %,
GLENVILLE CHURCH-CHRIST

o FFRENDS MEETING

2) Enter radius (in miles,
range 0.1 - 25.0):

PTIGr CHURCE &

¢ T CHURGS Ry mﬁ,

) N coﬁﬂcﬁ/ruuf cnu?crl 3) Click on map to select
T PEACE BAPTISY CHURCHHOLY ROSARY CHUR CHIR S R R LT
W H o FAIT OSP@. CHAPEIQ <

suDBRAL. 00 1

. ':.UL SHRINEOS N WLIFEABCALVAR Profile

%‘JAMES E CHU R
@i+ OF GO s .«LILYBAPY T CHURLH
UNITED HOBZE OF PRA

HARVEST TIME EVANGEUSYICWEsr ST JAMES LIVING
[ : RSy . OSTQQALBERT CHURCH,EAST
ST LUKE CATHOLIC CHURCH - 16 2 / A g X por govad ) 4
M ongrve e ny, G & & SHIL OH BAPTIST cnuﬂcn B
M%gaunczmeom MINISTRIES EETING PLACE
g O §GODS HOYSE OF PRAYER
BAPTIST CHURCHFAIZHPROGRAM <

4) Click Profile to view
information about this area

39 census block groups
selected.

CHURCH OF THE ASCERSION
’5& g ood KIRBY MANOR
LY KEWOOD BAPTIS HURCR,

. “ ‘o Lk AN ..
: - IMPACT CHURCH CLEVELAND *o/1 ;. NETRO A&wv kit : 3 7 6%
e A
fo sr LEMENTS GHURCH WESTSIDE ¥ LR
’ S & ce LuTHERAN cAORGH ©
ORTHCOAST BAPTIST CHURCH
OLAKEWOOD FOURSQUARE CHAPEL 3 R A,f;gfﬁg AODF ;,N, g
IGLESIA HISPANA DEE NAZARE~9°-—0/ O Clark Av o /
—~— “MEA CHURTHS \ FORWARD CHURCH NI PrIs? CHURCH
auncn INCLEVELAND s DENISON AVENUE UC® © OGLESIA NAKEOGALILEE BAPTIST cmmcr% ﬂ%"&
L ==S FELLoggS?mP BAPTIST clouncno Vst Rdtco/cnuncu \ O \8rREE OF LIFE TEMPLEMINISTRY RISE O o
%M,E‘z ZHuréH" o C—¢ CHRIST LWTHERAN CHURCQB THANY UCC | BROADWAY CHRISTIAMCHURCH,
o AEXCELLENTGLORY WORSHK? CTR

Is your congregation
znm ‘QOSPEL.CHURCH missing?
CHURCH cqplc YRMOXTH CRORCH ucc
°ELIZABET3%QPTIS T CHURCH o @

£ HOUSE OF GoDIELIEE
JEHOVAN'S WITNESSES 8o

PAMASCUS BAPTIST CHURS Hyy e e O ING,
LOYE CENTER &

Please notify Data Axle at:
contentfeedback@data-

HAVE A QUESTION? EMAIL US

QL Ay
FULTON ROAD COMMUNITY CHUR(Cuyahoga County Esri, HERE, Garmin, lNCREMENTD NGA; UgGS Bj.

So, what are the characteristics of the area? You can go here and follow the steps to see the full profile, but here are some of
the more striking data that | noticed (the charts below are my own, but others can be accessed directly on the ARDA page by
clicking on the links provided with each sub-report).

e As of 2020, the Catholic Church is the largest religious tradition in Cuyahoga County, both in terms of congregations
and adherents.
e The number of Catholic adherents was 339,163, more than twice that of the next-largest group (Non-
denominational Christian Churches at 149,150) and around 45% more than the next four combined (221,599).
e The adherence rate for Catholics in the county is 268.15 per 1000, or 27% of the general population.

e Non-denominational Christian, Black Protestant, and Islamic congregations are the fastest growing in terms of

adherents.

e By absolute values, the fastest-growing religious group in the area is the Non-Denominational Christian Church,
which the ARDA classifies as an Evangelical Protestant tradition.

e |n relative terms, the fastest growing was the National Missionary Baptist Convention of America (NMBCA), a
prominent African American Protestant convention. The NMBCA had a remarkable 1,243.7% growth between
2010 and 2020. [2025 Update: Joshua Lindsey at Ready to Harvest has noted that the overall 2020 US Religion
Census figures for the NMBCA seem to have been impacted by a processing error of some kind, leading to large

overestimates. This appears to have impacted the Cleveland data discussed here, as well, serving as a useful
reminder to take care when dealing with outliers, even in the best of datasets.]

e Downtown Cleveland and the surrounding 2-mile radius have witnessed substantial increases in housing costs.
e Housing in the region is relatively dense (49.1% of addresses having 10 or more units) and is principally rental-
based, with 67.9% of units being renter-occupied.

e Of rentals in the area, the fastest growing were those in the $1,500 to $2,499 and $2,500+ ranges, with the
former going from 682 to 1,738 units (a 154.8% increase) and the latter going from 87 to 209 (a 140.2%
increase). Rentals under $800 declined by 1,034 units in the same period (9,426 to 8,392), an 11.0% decline.

e Though the cost of homes in the region is well-below the national average, the number of homes under
$150,000 declined by 8.4% between 2015 and 2019, with a slim majority of homes in the area (50.8%) falling
in the $150,000+ range in 2019.

Housing Units in Selected Area by Rent
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e The region immediately

surrounding the UCC Poverty Rates in Selected Cleveland

Area and US

national offices has very

high poverty.

e In 2019, 42.7% of
households in the area
made less than
$25,000, more than
twice the national
average of 19.6%. This
figure is lower than the
51.6% reported for the
same bracket in 2015,
however.

The percentage of

households below the

Selected Area U.S. Average

poverty level (which

factors in family size)
was 40.9% in 2019,
down from 47.7% in

B Below Poverty Near Poverty

2015 but nearly 3 times the national average of 13.7% at that time.

e Though the older population is growing, the region surrounding the UCC national offices skews younger than the US
as a whole.
e 58.8% of residents in the selected region were under 35 in 2019 compared to a national average of 46.0%.

e As might be expected from its proximity to downtown, young to middle aged adults comprise the largest share of
residents. 25- to 34-year-olds alone accounted for 27.9% of the selected population in 2019 vs. 13.9% for the
country as a whole.

Age Distribution Near Downtown Cleveland
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e The region is far more diverse in terms of race and ethnicity than the US on average.
e While the United States was 60.1% non-Hispanic white in 2019, the area surrounding the UCC offices was only
40.1%.

Non-Hispanic Black residents were the second largest group in the selected area at 40.2%, though the 2019
population was somewhat smaller than the 2015 (declining by 3.5%)

The fastest-growing populations by race or ethnicity were non-Hispanic Asians (up 16.3% between 2015 and
2019) and Hispanics (up 10.5%).

Overall, the data provide a strong sense of the challenges Cleveland has faced in recent years and what avenues may be
present for community support and church involvement. Why not take a couple of minutes to see what your community’s
profile says about it?

Share this:

X X |  Facebook " More

Loading...

Related posts

The Power of Maps Faith and Volunteering What’s New in CARD?

I Vital Grace: Words of Comfort and Healing. A Compilation Truth to Power: Five Articles for Hard Times Such as These. A

of Articles from the Vital Signs and Statistics Blog Compilation of Articles from the Vital Signs and Statistics Blog

One thought on Q\ccessing Community Data with the ARDA, an Introduction O

Pingback: Temporary Hiatus Announcement | Vital Signs and Statistics

Leave a comment

Write a comment...

This site uses Akismet to reduce spam. Learn how your comment data is processed.

© The Center for Analytics, Research &
Development, and Data (CARDD) and
Vital Signs & Statistics, 2021.
Unauthorized use and/or duplication of
this material without express and
written permission from this site’s
author and/or owner is strictly
prohibited. Excerpts and links may be
used, provided that full and clear credit
is given to the author and Vital Signs &
Statistics with appropriate and specific
direction to the original content.

For any questions, please email:
VitalSigns@ucc.org

Follow Blog via Email

Enter your email address to follow this
blog and receive notifications of new
posts by email.

Follow

@ Follow Vital Signs and Statistics

August 2023

M T W

Recent Posts

Temporary Hiatus Announcement

The Renewed Assault on Gay and

Transgender People,_and the Erosion

of Privacy Rights in America Today:
What It All Means for the Church

In Times of Political Instability, Live the

Social Gospel

Little Church, Big_Mission

Christianity’s Branding_Problem

Recent Comments

Nathalie on The

Conundrum of Counting
ChurE

\obdol
)()ik

radicalelder on OWhere are
the Monks andE

Channel Anxiety intoE_on

In Times of Political
InstabilE

Cam Morris on Research

on Closed Churches anE

Paul Deaton on The
Renewed Assault on Gay
andE

Archives

Select Month

CARDD

Re. Bobbie McKay

Rev. Bobbie McKay

Rev. Chris Xenakis

Rev. Daniel Haas

Rev. David Kaden

Rev. David Lindsey.

Rev. David Schoen

Rev. Elena Larssen

Rev. Jeremiah Rood

Rev. L. Gail Irwin

Uncategorized



https://carducc.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/poverty-rates-in-cleveland.png
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2013/11/23/the-power-of-maps/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2014/01/20/religion-and-volunteering-what-motivates-people-of-faith-to-serve-thy-neighbor/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2018/10/22/whats-new-in-card/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2023/07/31/vital-grace-words-of-comfort-and-healing-a-compilation-of-articles-from-the-vital-signs-and-statistics-blog/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2023/08/14/truth-to-power-five-articles-for-hard-times-such-as-these-a-compilation-of-articles-from-the-vital-signs-and-statistics-blog/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/arda-walkthrough-1.png
https://carducc.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/arda-walkthrough-2.png
https://carducc.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/arda-walkthrough-3.png
https://carducc.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/arda-walkthrough-4.png
https://carducc.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/rent-costs-in-cleveland.png
https://carducc.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/age-distribution-in-cleveland.png
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2023/08/07/accessing-community-data-with-the-arda-an-introduction/?share=twitter&nb=1
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2023/08/07/accessing-community-data-with-the-arda-an-introduction/?share=facebook&nb=1
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2023/08/07/accessing-community-data-with-the-arda-an-introduction/#
https://carducc.wordpress.com/author/penceducc/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2023/08/07/accessing-community-data-with-the-arda-an-introduction/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2013/11/23/the-power-of-maps/
https://www.thearda.com/us-religion/community-profiles/build-a-profile-of-your-community
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HcwPYsudD_c
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2023/08/07/accessing-community-data-with-the-arda-an-introduction/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/category/uncategorized/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2024/08/05/temporary-hiatus-announcement/
https://akismet.com/privacy/
mailto:VitalSigns@ucc.org
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2023/08/07/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2023/08/14/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2023/08/21/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2023/08/28/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2023/07/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2023/09/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2024/08/05/temporary-hiatus-announcement/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2024/07/29/the-renewed-assault-on-gay-and-transgender-people-and-the-erosion-of-privacy-rights-in-america-today-what-it-all-means-for-the-church/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2024/07/22/in-times-of-political-instability-live-the-social-gospel/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2024/07/15/little-church-big-mission/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2024/07/08/christianitys-branding-problem/
https://www.nathalieanderson.com/
https://www.nathalieanderson.com/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2019/07/22/the-conundrum-of-counting-churches/comment-page-1/#comment-7565
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2018/06/18/where-are-the-monks-and-nuns-in-the-ucc/comment-page-1/#comment-7564
http://obyballinger.com/2024/11/04/channel-anxiety-into-action/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2024/07/22/in-times-of-political-instability-live-the-social-gospel/comment-page-1/#comment-7560
https://www.cammorris.com/
https://www.cammorris.com/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2014/02/07/research-on-closed-churches-and-their-pastors/comment-page-1/#comment-7558
https://carducc.wordpress.com/2024/07/29/the-renewed-assault-on-gay-and-transgender-people-and-the-erosion-of-privacy-rights-in-america-today-what-it-all-means-for-the-church/comment-page-1/#comment-7557
https://carducc.wordpress.com/category/cardd/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/category/re-bobbie-mckay/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/category/rev-bobbie-mckay/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/category/rev-chris-xenakis/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/category/rev-daniel-haas/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/category/rev-david-kaden/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/category/rev-david-lindsey/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/category/rev-david-schoen/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/category/rev-elena-larssen/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/category/rev-jeremiah-rood/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/category/rev-l-gail-irwin/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/category/uncategorized/
https://wordpress.com/?ref=footer_blog
https://carducc.wordpress.com/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/disclaimer/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/about/
https://carducc.wordpress.com/archives/

